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Epiphany – January 4th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

A we enter the season of Epiphany we see how Jesus revealed himself as the promised Savior through his miracles and his teachings.  As we follow the teachings of Christ and realize the miracles of his love and grace may we be empowered to “make known” to others the great message of the Gospel through our words and actions. 

W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

The twelve days of Christmas culminate with the celebration of the Epiphany of our Lord. We commemorate the day when magi from afar worshiped the Christ Child. Before that day, Jesus had been worshiped by individuals of Jewish descent: the shepherds, elderly Simeon, the prophetess Anna. But Scripture said the coming Savior would be God’s gift to all nations. Epiphany proves that God keeps his promises, as he miraculously led foreigners to worship their Savior. Thus, Epiphany is sometimes called the Gentile Christmas. (The celebration of Epiphany likely precedes that of Christmas. Evidence of the Festival of Epiphany dates to Clement of Alexandria at the end of the second century.) Epiphany continues to play out to this very day. God worked through a special star to bring the magi into the presence of their Savior—for Christ’s glory and the magi’s blessing. Likewise, God has controlled time and space to bring you into the presence of your Savior—for Christ’s glory and your blessing. Thus, the magi were only the first in a long line of Gentiles who would join Israel in worshiping Jesus as King. Indeed, a Savior is born for all the nations! Come, let us adore him!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ORDER OF WORSHIP………………………………...................................p. 15
HYMNS:  126 – 129(1+3) – 128 – 343 – 127       

PRAYER – Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only Son.  Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 60:1-6 – Isaiah proclaims the coming of the Savior in terms of light that is showered on all people, Jew and Gentile alike.
SECOND LESSON – Ephesians 3:2-12 – Through the one Church, the “unsearchable riches of Christ” are to be declared to all nations by means of the Word and sacraments.
GOSPEL LESSON - The Lord’s reception of the gifts of these Gentiles reminds the entire Church of his gracious reception of all who call on him by grace.
SERMON…………………………………………………………….…Matthew 2:1-12
“CHRIST REVEALED……… BUT NOT BY A STAR”
ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNION - This morning we have the privilege of receiving the Lord Jesus’ very body and blood together with the bread and wine, for the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith in him as our Savior.  We ask that only those who are communicant members of a church in fellowship with the WELS or ELS come to the Lord’s altar.  Please be sure to sign up on the sheet 
in the entryway of church.
GUEST PASTOR – Thank you to Pastor Lehmann for leading worship today.  Pastor Krueger will be back in town on Thursday.
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday for quilting with Bible Study at 9:30.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Epiphany 1 – Baptism of our Lord.  Worship at 11:30 with Bible study and Sunday School at 10:30. The readings will be:  Isaiah 42:1-7 / Acts 10:34-38 / Matthew 3:13-17. 
FORWARD IN CHRIST – The latest issue for December has arrived.  There are plenty of copies for family and friends in the narthex. 
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Emily Bone at school; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Julie Stevens; Kent & Deborah Wilkerson; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Dave Mundt; Wallace Fischer; family of Merline Tag; Bobbie Day; and Joan Kennemer.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS.
