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Epiphany 3 – January 25th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

Have you ever gotten up at night to get a drink of water and run into a door or stubbed your to on a wall?  Perhaps you thought your “nightly navigation skills” were much better than they actually are.  It’s hard to see where you are going without light.  Light has also been proven to make people happier and more cheerful.  Jesus acts as our light as well.  Showing us where we need to be going and bringing us happiness and joy through his love and forgiveness.  Let’s also reflect that light in our words and acts of service to others         
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
 The prophet Isaiah vividly described humanity as “people walking in darkness.” We are completely enveloped by sin and suffering and death. Worse, when we honestly assess the content of our minds and hearts, we find darkness there too. However, the prophet also foretold that within this deep darkness, a light would shine. The light would be so brilliant that it would be impossible to miss. As Jesus began his teaching and preaching ministry, that prophecy was fulfilled. 

Today Jesus continues to shine his light by preaching repentance and the good news of the nearing kingdom. He invites us to live a life that is illuminated by him. He calls us to walk in the light of love for God and for the brothers and sisters around us. Our Savior is the Light of the world, and so we shine his reflected light onto everyone around us.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ORDER OF WORSHIP……………………………….....................p. 32

HYMNS:  106 – 215 – 270 – 354      

PSALM – 27 (p. 129)
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 8:19-9:4 – Isaiah prophesies that the light will dawn in Galilee of the Gentiles for comfort of those spiritually downtrodden and oppressed.
SECOND LESSON – 1 John 2:3-11 – God’s children are found walking in the light of Christ and reflecting that light by living in love for God and one another.

GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 4:12-23 – As Jesus began his preaching ministry in a world filled with unbelief, the prophecy was fulfilled.  A brilliant light shined through the darkness.

SERMON……………………………..…….................Matthew 4:12-23

“MAKE JESUS YOUR LIGHT”
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHILDREN’S SERMON – There will be a children’s sermon right after the announcements.  Please have your kids come up to discover what is in the “mystery box.”
ANNUAL MEETING – Our church’s Annual Meeting will take place after the service today along with a potluck.  The Budget and Annual Report will be handed out.  All are invited to attend.
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday for quilting with Bible Study at 9:30.
CHOIR – Choir will meet on Wednesday at 6:00.  Please join us as we prepare music for the Lent and Easter season. 

NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Epiphany 4.  Bible Study and Sunday School at 10:30 and worship at 11:30.  The readings will be:  Zephaniah 2:3; 3:11-13 / 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 / Matthew 5:1-12. 

QUILTING WORKSHOP - On Saturday, February 7, the Peace Quilters will be holding a quilting workshop (Super Bowl Sewing Saturday) in the church basement for those interested in learning how to hand-quilt and/or piece quilts together. Donations will be accepted. This is open to the public but those wishing to attend need to text their name to 417-840-6481 (Kathy) by January 28 to reserve their spot.  The quilters will provide thimbles, scrap material, scissors, and sewing machines. There is a flyer on the bulletin board in the basement with more information! Thanks!
FORWARD IN CHRIST – The latest issue for January has arrived.  There are plenty of copies for family and friends in the narthex. 
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Emily Bone at school; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Julie Stevens; Kent & Deborah Wilkerson; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Dave Mundt; the family of Wallace Fischer; the family of Merline Tag.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS
