Matthew 3:13-17: I HAVE COME TO DO IT ALL
Isn’t it frustrating, sometimes, when you’re not able to get everything done that you want to do?  Always something that should have been done, but maybe you just didn’t have the time or energy. Your life seems like a juggling act, and you’re always dropping something. You have to work, you want to spend time with your family, it’s good to exercise, you’re supposed to keep up your home, you want to be a good neighbor to people, maybe get involved in the community somehow.  You also know that God wants you to spend time in his Word, spend time praying.  And with all these things going on you’re also supposed to fit into your life time for rest and recreation.

There’s always another phone call that you should have made, or another person that you should have visited, or another event you should have attended, another errand you should have run. Who has time to do it all?  The same could be said about Christianity. As Christians, there is so much more that we would like to do.  But how do you do it all? We all want to glorify God. We all want to grow in our understanding of his Word, and our understanding of what his will is for our lives. We all would like to become more and more Christ-like in our lives. We all want to witness more. But once again, who has time to do it all? And, even more, who has the ability to do all and do it well? It’s easy, as Christians, to look back on our lives and feel pressure to do more, but then you feel guilty because you didn’t do enough, or you didn’t do it well enough.

This morning, we’re going to look at a moment in the life of Jesus, and see how that moment can bring you and me a great deal of comfort and encouragement in our lives as Christians. Today we thank God that Jesus, our Savior, came, and he came to do it all, very well, for us. Let’s look at Matthew chapter 3.

It must have been very surprising for John to see Jesus coming and asking to be baptized at the Jordan River. It was a normal day for John the Baptist, as he did his work, preaching and baptizing, until Jesus arrived. You see, from John’s point of view, Jesus didn’t need this ceremonial washing. After all, he was the Son of God, he was the Christ. He was without sin. What did he need it for? John even said to Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you. And do you come to me?” If anyone needs to be baptized, John said, it was me. I’m the sinner. I’m the one that needs salvation. Why don’t you baptize me, Jesus?
But look at Jesus’ answer in verse 15: “Let it be so now; it is proper to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented. John perhaps didn’t realize what a big moment this really was, in God’s plan of salvation. Jesus’ baptism was the official beginning of his public life, and his public work on behalf of all people. Before his baptism, Jesus lived privately. He kept a low profile. He wasn’t out, preaching, teaching, performing miracles, and confronting the Pharisees. But now, the time had come to start his work. 
And what a great way to start the beginning of his public ministry! He received what he wanted every Christian to receive, and that’s baptism. In a sense, Jesus started his ministry by saying, “I’m one of you. I’m human like you. I live on this earth like you. And now, I have been baptized, like you.”  And then Jesus tells us why: “It is proper to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” In other words, if you can think of all the great and profitable and caring things that God wants people to do while they’re on this earth, I, Jesus says, I have come to do it all, and that includes being baptized.
Just think of all the things that Jesus would have to do over the next three years to “fulfill all righteousness.”  Overwhelming certainly to us as sinful, frail, human beings. He could not leave any stone unturned. He would have to be a man of prayer, and do that perfectly. He would have to be a man of love, and he did that too, as we see from the way he treated his disciples and the crowds that followed him. He would have to be a man of humble service, and we see that in his healing and in his teaching. He would have to be a man of sacrifice, as he gave up everything, even his own life, to pay for the sins of all people. And he would have to do all these things perfectly, flawlessly.  That’s a difficult job description!
And where did he get the strength to do it all? From his baptism.  Take a look at verse 16: “As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment, heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.” Every time a baptism takes place, the Spirit of God descends on a person. At your baptism, the Spirit of God descended on you in an invisible way. And that’s when the Holy Spirit changed you, and caused you to be reborn as a Christian. And if you were already a Christian when you were baptized, that’s when the Holy Spirit strengthened your bond with God. That’s when the Holy Spirit gave you special gifts that you didn’t have before, gifts you could use to glorify God in your life.
What a great beginning to Jesus’ public life and public ministry on your behalf. He identifies with you. He gets strengthened by the Holy Spirit. He receives approval from the Heavenly Father. And now, he begins his work of doing it all.
And also, what a great source of comfort and encouragement this is for us because you and I could never do it all. No matter how hard we try, we can’t be perfect people of prayer, people who are always perfectly growing in our relationship with God, and people who are always loving and serving others perfectly, and people who are always perfectly witnessing our faith. We just can’t.  And when you take all those spiritual things and then try to combine them with the pressures of every day life – working and family and taking care of your home and being a good neighbor and everything else – and try to do all that perfectly - we can’t.
But Jesus says to you. I don’t want you to get punished for all the things you didn’t do in your life or the things that you should have done. Or those things you did do but they were done poorly or sloppy. I don’t want you to get punished, Jesus says, so I will come, and I will do it all, for you. I will fulfill all righteousness. I will be your perfect substitute. I will give you the credit for everything I do. That’s why Jesus came.
And you know what that means? That means that the pressure is off. You don’t have to feel stressed or afraid or uncertain that you haven’t done enough to please God in your life. You don’t have to feel that sense of despair, because it’s too hard.  You are a forgiven child of God, because of Jesus.  And the Holy Spirit has given us faith to believe that. And now when God sees you he sees a Christian, who has been made righteous by Christ.
And this is what gives us strength and motivation to try to do great things for God and others in our lives. At your baptism, God gave you his Spirit. And at your baptism, God gave you strength and desire and the ability to serve Him, and to glorify Him with your life. You’ll never be able to do it all. But Christ has set you free to do as much as you can to praise God, and to serve him, and to witness him to others with the gifts and abilities that he gave to you. May God bless you as you use your life to glorify the One who has done it all, perfectly and completely, for you. Amen.

