Make Jesus Your Light

Dear Christian friends.  In the movie 400 days 4 astronauts begin a 400 day simulation on earth in an underground bunker that’s designed to look like the inside of a spaceship.  The purpose of this simulation was to study the long-term effects of space travel.  They had to spend all 400 days in that bunker without going back up to the surface if they were to pass this test.  As you would expect, after a while, paranoia, hallucinations, and isolation set in.  The thing that I noticed right away is that everything in the bunker was white.  Very little color.  Then there was this weird humming noise in the background that never stopped.  Now… it is a proven fact that light puts us in a better mood but I think I can also say that too much light for too long can get just plain annoying and irritating.  There is such a thing as too bright.

But not during this season.  Epiphany is that season of the church year when we talk about light.  Light in the sense of Jesus making himself known as the Savior of the world.  Kind of like the way a spotlight works in drama productions.  It makes that person on stage known and set apart from the others on the stage.  

When we think about Jesus and what he has done for us, just like sunlight, it makes us feel better, it makes us happier people, it makes us easier to get along with.  Just the opposite happens when we think of our sins.  We feel sad and depressed, and we should.  In our first lesson today Isaiah spoke of what would happen when Jesus would come into the world.  “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.”  In the prologue to his gospel, John tells us, “The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.”  That was Advent and Christmas.  Now here we are in Epiphany where Jesus sheds light on the reality of who he really is and also, he did and would so through his preaching and teaching.  And to prove he rally was who he said he was he backed up those teachings with divine acts we call miracles.  And even if all that failed to register, Jesus gets about as straight forward as a person could get when he said, “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  As Matthew wrote about the start of Jesus ministry, writing to a largely Jewish audience, he made that connection to what Isaiah had promised long ago.  So make Jesus your light.  He brings his light to us and he encourages us to live in it.


It’s important that we understand what kind of light Jesus is talking about here.  You see the light which Jesus brought into the world was not a new or an upgraded oil lamp.  Jesus was bringing a spiritual light.  A light which was needed by absolutely anyone who had ever lived on the face of this world.  And there were and are no alternatives for that light.  For example, when the power goes out we can get by, at least for a while, with just flashlights, or candles, or perhaps even oil lamps.  But only Jesus can give us that light that lets us see the glory of eternal life.  Just before our text one of those biblical ‘clash of the titans’ had occurred.  Satan had taken the opportunity to attack Jesus after he had been fasting for 40 days and 40 nights.  Satan’s whole purpose was to make Jesus sin so that he could ruin God’s plan and keep the whole world in the darkness of sin.  But we know that Jesus resisted the Devil didn’t he.  And not only then but throughout his life so that he could be that light we need.  It was at that time, right after being tempted by the Devil, that he began his public ministry to proclaim the good news of peace and forgiveness.  Matthew tells us that he came to fulfill what Isaiah had announced as God’s spokesman, “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles – the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”


Matthew then tells us how we can make Jesus our light.  Jesus’ tells us: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  Jesus’ message like that of John the Baptist.  Repentance means literally to have a complete change of mind and heart in regard to sin.  In other words, rather than seeing sin as something advantageous, a means towards getting away with something, repentance means seeing sin in all of it’s ugly soul-damaging, life-ruining reality.  That message was now touching lives the lives of his listeners.  As we heard earlier, one of the things Jesus did was to resist sin.  He did that perfectly in every aspect throughout his life.  


We too came into the world just as much in the dark as those people from the area of Galilee described by Isaiah.  We had a sinful nature passed down to us from our parents, going all the way back to Adam.  And that sinful nature, many times, shows how much in the dark it is by the behavior that we still see in our lives even now that God has brought us to faith.  Some specific examples may be that we try to control the people around us by our rage, threats.  We may selfishly put ourselves first, and justify that behavior by blaming others as the cause for our failures.  That sinful darkness is still there, and it earns for us death and damnation.  Thankfully, however, God bought us back from the darkness of spiritual slavery through the death of his Son.  He chose us to be his own, and then carried out that choice in the course of our lives.  That light has shown itself, and we see the glorious nature of God’s grace to us.  We still sin, but when we sin, we repent.  We bring that realization of how we have forsaken our God, for the sake of the darkness of sin, to His throne of grace.  There he sheds the light of his unbelievable love on our sin, and assures us that for Jesus’ sake our sins are entirely forgiven and forgotten. 


Jesus also encourages us in our text to live in that light.  He once said that people don’t light a candle for the purpose of putting it under a bushel basket.  The individual and the people around them should get the benefit of the light.  So also Jesus encourages us not to hide it, but to live in the light he has brought to us.  Jesus was in the process of bringing that to the lives of people he invited by the gospel.  Again Matthew tells us: “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.  They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.  “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “And I will make you fishers of men.”  At once they left their nets and followed him.  Going on from there, he saw two brothers, James son of Zebedee, and his brother John.  They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets.  Jesus called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.”

Jesus brought light to the lives of those fishermen at the shore of Galilee.  Jesus called them to be his disciples, part of an elite group who would be enlightened by joining Jesus in his three- year teaching program.  They would have the privilege to hear him preach and see him perform miracles.  They would see him laid in a tomb and would see him alive again.  Then, shortly before his ascension, Jesus told them, “Now go!”  He had work for them to do.  That light which they had enjoyed in their lives through Jesus was now to be spread so that it could reach the world.  Their job description was relatively brief: They were to be fishers of men.  What the disciples were offering the people though was not bait that looked good but had a dangerous hook in the middle.  What the disciples were offering the people was the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  Free of charge to all.  We too have been caught for the Gospel.  God wants us to live as children of light, whose deeds can stand up to the light of God’s scrutiny.  God wants us to avoid sin, and live as his forgiven people.  He wants us to enjoy the status his grace has earned for us.  After all, God has forgiven us and has given us the greatest gift we could ever receive.  The eternal light.  True life in heaven.  And that gift is revealed to us through the Holy Spirit who preserves us and keeps us in our faith.  It’s Nice to see.  It’s nice to share.  It’s nice to shine.  Keep that light in you.  Amen. 
