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Epiphany 5 – February 8th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
U p o n    E n t e r i n g    G o d’ s    H o u s e

The Greek word epiphany means “appearance.” In the first half of this church season called Epiphany, we saw Jesus appear on the scene, beginning his ministry. He calls his disciples. It is not long before large crowds start following Jesus around Galilee. So, in the second half of this season Jesus is going to teach us what it means to be one of his followers.  Jesus does this through the most famous sermon of all time. It is not delivered while standing in a pulpit but while sitting on a hill. Elevated above the crowd, Jesus’ voice would carry through the air. His followers hung on his every word as the Christ talked about living an authentic Christian life. It is called the Sermon on the Mount.         
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
Imagine a beautiful guitar, carefully crafted out of the finest mahogany and steel strings. Now imagine that fine instrument is never played. It is placed atop a bookshelf and never touched. It just collects dust. Tragic, right? What a thing is finds fulfillment when that thing does what it was made to do. Of what use is a guitar that makes no music? What would be the point of turning on a lamp and then throwing a heavy blanket over it. It might still be a lamp, but it provides no light. (It only serves as a fire hazard!) Form and function are intimately connected.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches that the same is true of discipleship. He wants us to see that being a disciple and acting as a disciple are intimately connected. When God called us to faith, he declared that we were something new: light, salt, his children. Jesus now encourages us to be what God says we are, so that God might bless the world through us. As Jesus speaks to us, he means to mold our will to his own.
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PRAYER – Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes to see and our ears to hear.  Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.

FIRST LESSON – Exodus 19:1-8 – God made Israel, a nation of slaves, his special people.  He wanted Israel to be the kingdom of priests he had called them to be.
SECOND LESSON – 1 Peter 2:9-12 – St. Peter encourages us to be what God has declared us to be: members of a royal priesthood, citizens of a holy nation.
GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 5:13-20 – Jesus calls his believer light, salt, and a city set on a hill.  He calls on Christians to let their lights shine and so glorify God in this sin-darkened world.
SERMON……………………………………………………………….Matthew 5:14-16

“BE THE LIGHT GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU TO BE”
ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNION - This morning we have the privilege of receiving the Lord Jesus’ very body and blood together with the bread and wine, for the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith in him as our Savior.  We ask that only those who are communicant members of a church in fellowship with the WELS or ELS come to the Lord’s altar.  Please be sure to sign up on the sheet in the entryway of church.
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday for quilting with Bible Study at 9:30.
CHOIR – Choir will meet on Wednesday at 6:00.  Please join us as we prepare music for the Lent and Easter season. 

GUEST PASTOR NEXT SUNDAY – On Sunday, February 15th Pastor Krueger will be attending his niece’s musical in St. Paul, MN.  Pastor Ed Lehmann will lead worship at both Zion and Peace that Sunday as we celebrate Transfiguration.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Transfiguration.  Bible Study and Sunday School at 10:30 and worship at 11:30.  The readings will be:  Exodus 24:9-18 / 2 Peter 1:16-21 / Matthew 17:1-9. 

THANK YOUS – Thank you to everyone who attended our Annual Meeting last Sunday and to our quilters for organizing the workshop yesterday.
FORWARD IN CHRIST – The latest issue for January has arrived.  There are plenty of copies for family and friends in the narthex. 
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Dave Mundt; the family of Wallace Fischer.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS
