BE THE LIGHT GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU TO BE – Matthew 5:14-16

Dear Christian friends.  Remember the old Christmas lights that required all the bulbs to work for the string to work? If one was out they all were out. The whole Christmas display was dark. So, you had to painstakingly trace the whole string of lights to find the bulb that burnt out so that the entire string would work again. That one light was pretty important.  Jesus reminds his followers in our text today that they were lights too.  And like that one bulb they too were important.  Christians who are convinced that faith Jesus is the only way to heaven do not keep it a secret. Jesus’ point by using a couple of unusual but ultimately timely examples was to remind his disciples their light was important.  To Be the Light God Had Chosen Them to Be.  
But then there is always reality isn't there?  The odds, sometimes of changing things, aren't in our favor.  How can just 1 in 9 billion people on this earth make a difference.  And yet Jesus encourages his followers and us today to not get discouraged by the odds, to not give up even if it seems like we are swinging at windmills and getting nowhere.  Be The Light God Has Chosen You To Be. 

First of all, realize that your light is important.  In the same way that one light affects all the other lights in a string of Christmas lights the light of every Christian is critical to others.  One of the most pivotal witnesses of the early New Testament church was a man who never lived to see what happened after his simple but clear witness to Christ. After one of the lengthiest and most pointed witnesses that Jesus was the Christ, a man named Stephen was dragged out of the city and killed in cold blood by those to whom he witnessed. Luke tells us in Acts that on that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.  Definitely not a high point in the early Christian church and yet the Lord used Stephen's witness to create a wave of enlightenment as Christians fled for their lives all over the then known world sharing their faith in Jesus wherever they went.  You see, those Christians running for their lives did not intentionally travel to different places with the purpose of sharing their faith. And yet God used their individual lights wherever they went. The entire book of Acts talks how that light spread.

So now we ask ourselves… How has the Lord led us to share our faith in Jesus? Has the Lord brought new neighbors into your community? Has the Lord allowed your children to meet new friends whose parents are unchurched? Has the Lord planted new unchurched co-workers at your work place? Maybe the Lord has led a long time unchurched co-worker to suffer a serious illness, or death in the family prompting him/her to ask you a personal question. So how do you let your light shine at such opportune times?  Many of us are involved in extra-curricular activities whether that be 4H, clubs at school, farm boards or rotary club members.  I remember my supervising pastor during my vicar year, Pastor Wayne Schneider, belonged to the rotary club in Savanna, IL.  Every year they have their annual outdoor fish fry and he gave me a free ticket.  So I went and found Pastor Schneider breading fish in the back.  It kind of drove home the point to me that as a pastors and us too should be involved in the community and in extra-curricular activities.  Maybe not here – but in lots of other places people have the common mis-conception that all pastors do besides eat and sleep is read their Bibles and work on services and sermons.  While these things are extremely important it’s not ALL that pastors do.  Getting out there and interacting with people is such an important part of evangelism.  Not only with pastors but all Christians.  

In the same way we put up Christmas lights for our own enjoyment but also for others to see, your spiritual light is for others as well. Please don't forget that.  The words you speak to someone about what faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior means to you could be one of the most important lights that person could ever hear.  Peter summarized Jesus’ command to us here when he urged, in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to GIVE AN ANSWER to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have (1 Peter 3:15a).  This passage specifically talks about our WORDS right?  Speaking encouraging and supportive words that show how important Christ is to you.  A great way we can do that is by regularly flavoring our conversations with the genuine attitude I am a sinner rescued and forgiven through Christ. We are letting our faith shine with our words not only to any unchurched within earshot, but just as important our Christian friends.

Given that purpose Jesus also gives us a more pertinent and honorable REASON to exercise our faith in Jesus in words and actions. Jesus concludes, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  When what we say, and do in some way reflects on the Lord Jesus, we are leading others to praise our Father in heaven. But how can that be so if people react negatively to our words or actions that talk about our faith in Christ?

I’ll let Jesus answer that… "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. As it is you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin".  BE THE LIGHT GOD HAS CHOSEN YOU TO BE.  Your light is important and if people react in a positive way to how you show your faith in Jesus, he is obviously praised because the Spirit is working in their hearts. If, however, the world reacts the way Jesus warns the unchurched will, it doesn’t matter, your Father in heaven is still praised. 

Remember our Lord’s promise to Isaiah that His word will not return … empty, but will accomplish what (God) desires and achieve the purpose for which (he) sent it (Isaiah 55:11) holds true for all believers of all ages who share that Word. The power, as Jesus encouraged his disciples, is in God’s Word given them to speak by the Holy Spirit, NOT IN THE PERSON WHO SPEAKS IT. This promise is even more true when it comes to the light our Christian words and actions shed on Christ.  The more people observe how the Word of God is what motivates us to serve the way we do, worship the way we do, forgive the way we do or endure the way we do, the more the power of Jesus Christ and His Word shine on others.


Wasn’t it a mere man who boasted of not being a good speaker, weak, frightened and trembling for the sole reason that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power (1 Corinthians 2:5)? Yet the Lord used just this human, the Apostle Paul to write two-thirds of the New Testament, and to carry the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ to the non-Jewish world. And if our Lord used Paul, a self-confessed worst sinner, he can use you and me who are no better, no worse.

And yet you and I may not be an Apostle Paul.  We may not be a Stephen.  Still, we are spiritual lights in a dark world of unbelief. Jesus has seared our hearts with the white hot light of his forgiving love through God’s Word in baptism.  And he continues to burn in our hearts when we taste and see in the Lord’s Supper the brightness of his unconditional grace. Your light is important.  Much more important than that one bulb in the long string of Christmas tree lights.  Your light is eternally more important. The Apostle Paul parallels Christ’s picture by urging the Philippian Christians to shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life…. (Philippians 2:15, 16). You are the light of Christ wherever and in whatever place God has out you in the world. So BE IT and SHOW IT.  God will always be there for you when you do.  Amen.
