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Easter 4 – April 26th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t

HE LIVES TO BE MY GOOD SHEPHERD 

Every culture has the concept of an ideal citizen, someone who typifies its values. For much of the United States’ history, the ideal citizen was the American farmer: hardworking, innovative, vital to our collective well-being. Even some of our first presidents were farmers. 

For the people of Israel, the farmer wasn’t their ideal citizen. It was the shepherd. Sheep were an invaluable source of clothing and food. But they were hard to keep in the Judean countryside. Its sparse grasslands are intermixed with desert. For sheep, food is sparse, but predators are plenteous. The survival of sheep was dependent on their shepherd. There he is. Weather-beaten. Sleepless. Armed. In the dusk, he scans the land, counting his sheep, making sure they are all accounted for, every one of them on his heart. You see why Jesus chose the shepherd to illustrate how he cares for us. He feeds us with his Word. He protects us from that roaring lion, Satan. Jesus is leading us into the green pasture of eternal life. For centuries, the Church has observed this Fourth Sunday of Easter to celebrate that he lives to be our Good Shepherd.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ORDER OF WORSHIP……………………………….....................p. 32
HYMNS:  431 – 436 – 433 – 648        

PSALM……………………………………………………….……..23 (p. 128)
FIRST LESSON – Acts 2:41-47 – The early church was marked by devotion to apostolic teaching and genuine love for one another.  And the Good Shepherd’s flock grew.
SECOND LESSON – 1 Peter 2:19-25 – St. Peter calls us to follow our Shepherd and Overseer, even if it means that we suffer for doing good.

GOSPEL LESSON – John 10:1-10 – Jesus is not only our Good Shepherd.  He is the gate through which we enter into the green pastures of salvation.
SERMON………………………………………………………..John 10:1-10

“LISTEN CAREFULLY TO THE WORD OF THE SHEPHERD”
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S SERMON – There will be a children’s sermon right after the announcements.  Please have your kids come up to the front of church.
QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING AND POTLUCK – Today the Quarterly Voter’s Meeting and potluck will take place right after the service.  All are invited to attend.
QUILTING – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday with Bible Study starting at 9:30.  All are welcome to attend.
CHOIR – Choir will meet on Wednesday at 6:00.  Please join us as we prepare music for the Easter and Pentecost seasons. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Ladies are invited to a Women’s Bible Study led by Barbra Briedel at Zion in Springfield.  This continues on Saturday, May 9th at 9:00 am.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Easter 5.  Bible Study and Sunday School at 10:30 and worship at 11:30.  The readings will be:  Acts 4:8-12 / 1 Peter 2:4-10 / John 14:1-11.
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Howard & Verlane Phillips; the family of Don Day.
THE WEEK IN REVIEW FOR APRIL 12th – Worship Attendance-29 / Sunday School-0 / Bible Class-8 / Sunday’s Offerings-$728.00
THE WEEK IN REVIEW FOR APRIL 19th – Worship Attendance-40 / Sunday School-5 / Bible Class-5 / Communed-29 / Sunday’s Offerings-$1,005.00

PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS
