Tenebrae Service for Good Friday

Introduction to the service:  The middle service of the Three Holy Days, Good Friday Tenebrae is sometimes prepared for by the solemn stripping of the altar at the close of the Maundy Thursday liturgy.  The altar is the most prominent symbol of Christ in the church, and the bare altar powerfully recalls Christ’s abandonment before his passion. If paraments are used, they should be black.  The congregation returns on Good Friday to the bare altar in front of which has been placed a seven-fold candelabra or some other arrangement with seven candles.  It is preferable that the altar not be used to support the candles for the Tenebrae.  The minister conducts the service from the lectern rather than the altar.  The Tenebrae candles are extinguished one by one as we remember the passion and its various messages of repentance and promise.  Dimming the electrical lights as each candle is extinguished is preferable.  The last candle is extinguished after the last psalm, Psalm 51, leaving the church in darkness for a substantial time for silent prayer and meditation.  The service is closed with a loud sound called the strepitus.  The strepitus is often created by slamming shut a large Bible.  This foreshadows the rending of Christ’s tomb in triumph at Easter.  The last Tenebrae candle is then rekindled in the chancel (it thus anticipates the light of the paschal candle that is used in the Easter Vigil liturgy).  To underscore the connective nature between this middle service of the Triduum and Maundy Thursday and Easter, no benediction is pronounced.  Rather, the congregation leaves silently to reassemble for Easter.  The psalms of the Tenebrae may be sung or recited by the minister and congregation or by a choir.  Antiphons precede and follow each psalm.  The “Glory Be to the Father” is omitted on Good Friday.  An unhurried silence for meditation should follow each psalm.  The silence is broken by the chanted or spoken antiphon of the next psalm.  In keeping with the character of the day, it is preferable that the organ be used to accompany the service only where necessary and that the preludes and postludes be omitted.  The richness of the service is such that a sermon may be deemed unnecessary.  The canticle for Good Friday Tenebrae is the Magnificat.  Mary, mother of our Lord, was one of the witnesses of the crucifixion whose own soul was pierced by the sight of Christ on the cross.  It is especially appropriate for the church to sing Mary’s song for this service.
The Tenebrae candles are lighted.
Devotion: “GONE IN A SINGLE DAY” – Zechariah 3:1-10
STAND

Passion reading #7
BE SEATED

Psalm 2 (spoken responsively by the pastor and congregation)

Antiphon (pastor)

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together

against the Lord and against his Anointed One.
M.    Why do the nations conspire


and the peoples plot in vain?

C.     The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One.

M.    “Let us break their chains,” they say,


 “and throw off their fetters.”

C.     The One enthroned in heaven laughs;


the Lord scoffs at them.
M.    Then he rebukes them in his anger


and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,


“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

C.     I will proclaim the decree of the Lord:


He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become 

your Father.

M.    Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance,


the ends of the earth your possession.

C.    You will rule them with an iron scepter;


you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”

M.   Therefore, you kings, be wise;


be warned, you rulers of the earth.

C.    Serve the Lord with fear


and rejoice with trembling.
ALL - Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his wrath can flare up in a moment.  Blessed are all who take refuge in him.

Antiphon (pastor)

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together

against the Lord and against his Anointed One.

The first candle is extinguished.

Silence for meditation.
Antiphon (pastor)

They divide my garments among them

and cast lots for my clothing.

Psalm 22 (read by pastor)

Antiphon (pastor)

They divide my garments among them

and cast lots for my clothing.

The second candle is extinguished.

Silence for meditation.
Antiphon (pastor)

False witnesses rise up against me,

breathing out violence.

Psalm 27 (sung at Zion – spoken responsively at Peace p. 129 / omit “Glory Be….”)

Antiphon (pastor)

False witnesses rise up against me,

breathing out violence.

The third candle is extinguished.

Choir sings at Peace – “They Crucified My Lord”
Canticle: “Song of Isaiah” (spoken responsively by pastor and congregation)

M.    Seek the Lord while he may be found;


call on him while he is near.

C.     Let the wicked forsake his way


and the evil man his thoughts.
M.    Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him,


and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

C.    “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,


neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
M.    “As the heavens are higher than the earth,


so are my ways higher than your ways


and my thoughts than your thoughts.

C.     As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,


and do not return to it without watering the earth

M.    and making it bud and flourish,


so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,

C.     so is my word that goes out from my mouth:


It will not return to me empty,

ALL - but will accomplish what I desire


   and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”
The fourth candle is extinguished.

Song – The Nails by Michael Schroeder
STAND

Hymn of the Day – TLH 180-186 vs 1 / CW 435
BE SEATED

Lesson: Lamentations 1:1-5

C:
(sung by cong. hymn tune TLH 146 / CW 947)
Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,

Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.
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All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:

Have mercy on us, O Jesus!
Lesson: Lamentations 1:6-9

C:
(sung by cong. hymn tune TLH 146 / CW 947)
Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,

Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.

All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:

Have mercy on us, O Jesus!
Lesson: Lamentations 1:10-14

C:
(sung by cong. hymn tune TLH 146 / CW 947)
Lamb of God, pure and holy, who on the cross did suffer,

Ever patient and lowly, yourself to scorn did offer.

All sins you carried for us, else had despair reigned o’er us:

Your peace be with us, O Jesus!
STAND

Canticle: “Song of Mary” (sung by cong. using Hymn tune 513 from the blue hymnal – printed on back cover)

The fifth candle is extinguished.

Silence for meditation.
Verse of the Day 
The Lord’s Prayer

BE SEATED

Psalm 51 (read by the pastor)

The sixth candle is extinguished.

Prayer of the Day 

The seventh candle is extinguished, and the church is left in darkness. After a period of silence, a loud noise representing the rending of Christ’s tomb is heard and the seventh candle is rekindled in the chancel then returned to the altar.
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