MANUDY THURSDAY DEVOTIONAL SERVICE
April 2nd – Peace Lutheran Church, Marshfield MO

April 3rd – Zion Lutheran Church, Springfield MO
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Our service this evening is divided into two parts. The first part remembers Maundy Thursday and the gift of our Lord’s body and blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The second part celebrates Good Friday using the traditional Tenebrae service with seven candles.  An explanation of the Tenebrae service is included in the bulletin.  

The service this evening ends in silence. No offering is taken in the service so as not to diminish the focus on Jesus’ supreme offering of Himself for us. The offering plates will be found at the door.  There you may place your offering in response to His gift of Himself for us.  Thank you to the choir for singing and the special music provided.  We invite you to join us on Sunday at 9:00 at Zion and 11:30 at Peace as we rejoice in our Savior’s resurrection.
THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE INVOCATION AND PRAYER
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  Father of mercies and God of all consolation, come to the aid of Your people this night, turning us from our sin to life in You alone.  Give us Your Holy Spirit that we may attend to Your Word, confess our sins, receive Your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.

All:  Amen.

READING OF THE PASSION HISTORY – Part 6
Hymn:  “The Death Of Jesus Christ Our Lord”  TLH 163 / CW 677
Meditation: “A Cleansing Fountain”  Zechariah 13:1-3 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION        

ALL:
Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice.  Let Your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.  If You kept a record of sins, who could stand?  But with You there is forgiveness.  I wait for You, O Lord, and in Your Word I put my hope.

Pastor: Children of God, put your hope in the Lord, for with Him is unfailing love and full redemption.  He has redeemed you from all your sins. You are forgiven Go in peace; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.  Amen.
THE INSTITUTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Our Distribution hymn will be: “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior” TLH 311 / CW 659
(We invite our communicant members to the Lord’s Table, believing that in the bread and wine, they receive the Savior’s true body and blood for forgiveness.  Because Holy Communion implies oneness of faith, our practice is that of Close Communion.   Therefore, we ask that non-members speak with the Pastor before communing.)
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
