Jesus’ Power Won’t Run Out – Acts 2:36-47

Dear Christian friends.  Did you know that Vail ski resort – the largest ski area in North America – is 100% powered by wind?  It’s the same with Beaver Creek ski resort.  Signs were up all over the place.  And I think that these ski places see it as sort of a bragging right.  Perhaps they were the first ones to be completely powered by wind.  Who knows?  Now I don’t know much about wind power but I do know that it’s better for the environment.  I also know that this wind power needs to be stored somewhere so that it can be used when the wind isn’t blowing and the turbines aren’t turning.  This is just one of many different alternative energy sources.  Now we have flex fuel cars that run on 85% ethanol made from corn and 15% gas.  There’s hybrids and even cars that run on hydrogen fuel cells.  I don’t think I’m ready for a smart car yet but they are out there.  
Environmentalists and consumers alike are starting to get worried about power.  Are we using too much?  Are we going to run out?  Then what?  Are our grandchildren going to gasp when they hear that we only used to pay $3.25 a gallon for gas?  In our sermon text today God reminds us where Christians can find their power. As Peter preached his powerful Pentecost sermon, he points us to Christ as our unfailing source of power. We can say and know with confidence that Jesus’ Power Won’t Run Out.  He has the power to save and he gives the power to serve.

In his Pentecost sermon, Peter put Jesus’ power tools to work. He used the powerful hammer of God’s law.  He presents the facts on the basis of the Old Testament prior to our text, that Jesus of Nazareth was God’s promised Messiah. But he also placed on their hearts the sad reality that they had crucified him. And it worked.  Their proud hearts were pierced with the power of the law.  And isn’t that what power of God’s law does.  It convicts us but then at the same time humbles us.  
It was after that tool had done it’s work  then that their hearts were now ready to hear the precious comfort and healing truths of the gospel: "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call." (Acts 2:38-39) Peter called on the people to have a complete change of mind about the sins they had committed. That is what repentance is.  To have a complete change of heart and mind in regard to sin.  In other words, don’t get comfortable with it, don’t think that God just lets sin slip by.  They needed to see the awfulness of it, the seriousness of it, and turn to Jesus for the assurance of forgiveness. 
Through the gospel, not only in the Word just preached, but also in Baptism, the Holy Spirit would bring them to faith, and unite them to Christ. Paul would later ask the Romans, "Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?"  That’s what Baptism does.  It unites us to Jesus and brings to us all the benefits of his work.  Peter then points out that its blessing and promise were also for children. Through Baptism the Holy Spirit also has the power to work faith even in little children. 

So we see how the work of the Holy Spirit was so effective in the life of the early Church.  The Spirit quietly went to work, and by the time he was done, 3,000 people were baptized and brought to faith. That was some tremendous power at work. 

Just like the crowd to whom Peter preached, we too have crucified Jesus.  You and I are just as much to blame. Jesus was carrying our sin as well when he went to the cross and died. Jesus died for your sin of not particularly wanting to come to God’s house for worship today. He died for your sin of talking back to your parents. He died for your sin of impatience toward your spouse. He died for you sin of letting your mind wander to planning other things, while you should have been listening closely to the message of his Word. He died for the sin of being distracted from our work by the nice weather.  Yes, you and I should also be cut to the heart when we realize how we have failed to listen God’s "yes" and his "no" in his law.  As a result we too need to hear the comfort of the gospel. Even though we were absolutely spiritually dead, Jesus came into the world to be our Savior from our sin. And that’s a powerful message.  A message that brings sweet healing to your hearts and lives. 

There’s really no possibility of a power shortage with Jesus. Not only does he have the power to save, but for those whom he has saved he also gives the power to serve.  Jesus power was at work in that first Christian church in Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit was working through Word and Sacrament to have a tremendous effect on the faithful: "They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. " (Acts 2:42-43) The word translated as "devoted" carries the idea of perseverance. The people were very attached to their spiritual life. The disciples’ teachings, their spiritual unity, simply eating together and praying together were all high priorities. The apostles themselves were also filled with power. Even those outside the church were impressed with the miracles the disciples were able to perform, like the healing of the paralytic in the next chapter of Acts. 

That power gave them the strength to be willing to be servants. And that’s really the unique nature of Jesus’ power. Just as he was willing to serve, so his followers were willing to do the same. They demonstrated that in their willingness to share their possessions.  This fellowship was not just a matter of physically being together to have doughnuts and coffee. It was their oneness of faith that was drawing them together. They let their light shine, and the people around them were impressed. 

And isn’t that a great example for us?  You see their spiritual life was not compartmentalized to an hour or two on Saturday night or Sunday morning. They were living their faith every day, every hour.  They were doing what Peter would later encourage the recipients of his first letter to do: "Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us." 

So now how do we show this power in our lives? After Jesus washed his disciples’ feet on Maundy Thursday, he said, "I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them." Jesus had power as the Son of God, and yet he was willing to serve. That’s what motivates us.  With his power at work in us, we can do the same thing. We pray that God would help us to see the opportunities to serve in our lives, and to grab those opportunities. Then Christ’s power will show itself in our willingness to serve. 

Power outages are, to some degree, a fact of life, and a back up system would always be nice to have to keep your furnace, sump pump or refrigerator running.  Especially on farms, power outages can be a really serious matter.  Spiritually speaking, however, we don’t have to worry. Jesus’ Power Won’t Run Out. He has the power to save, and he gives the power to serve. May God help us to rely on that power always! Amen.
