PUT IT ALL IN JESUS' HANDS – John 20:19-31

Do you know someone who makes something that is very difficult look easy?  Most likely it’s because that person has done that “difficult thing” hundreds if not thousands of times before.  Assembly line work would be one such example.  After a while your hands just do what they are supposed to.  It’s called muscle memory.  Same can be said for those play the guitar or the piano or organ.  When I fold bulletins I can usually do about 5 by the time other people do one.  Wouldn’t it be great if life would be that easy?  That these people who make things look easy could always be relied upon 100% of the time?  Especially when you need them the most?

Unfortunately that doesn’t always happen though.  Like if your doctor accidently gives your 10-year-old double the dose of sedative needed for a routine operation and your son ends up in a coma with possible brain damage?  Or your faithful spouse of many years says, “I don’t love you anymore?” or when the company HR guy emails: “We won’t need your services beyond June”? Who do you turn to then?  Those people who we’ve looked up to for help, guidance, and stability have now let us down. Our Gospel Lesson has the answer: put it all in Jesus’ hands. Let him deal with your fears and your doubts because he has already dealt with death and with your sins.

Our text describes the events of that first Easter Sunday evening. Like a family crammed into a panic room, most of the disciples were hiding out in a locked room because they were afraid that they might be the next target for Jesus’ enemies. And, adding to their confusion, there was the rumor that Jesus was alive. Now you’d think that would be cause for celebration. But how would you feel if your boss whom you failed to stand up for and was unjustly fired was now returning to work having cleared their name? Wouldn’t you try to avoid them - ashamed at how you had been less than supportive? Wouldn’t you even be afraid that they might now make life difficult for you? In the same way the disciples certainly had a lot to be ashamed of. They had promised to stand with Jesus but had quickly abandoned him after his arrest. How would he treat them now? 

Now what many miss is that this appearance was “unscheduled.”  Jesus had said before he died that he would meet the disciples in Galilee after his resurrection. That’s about 100 km to the north of Jerusalem. This was repeated by the angels at the tomb and then again by Jesus himself to the women who had gone to the tomb on Easter morning. But Jesus couldn’t wait to see his disciples. Plus he knew they needed IMMEDIATE strengthening so he didn’t delay until the Galilean meeting. He went to them in Jerusalem. And no, Jesus’ intention wasn’t to meet up with his disciples so he could “rub in” and gloat that he had risen just as he said he would. We know this because the very first thing that Jesus said to them was “Peace be with you!”, not “Curse you, you doubters!” 

The startled disciples, however, were slow to believe what they were seeing. “Jesus? Could it really be?” Luke tells us that Jesus had to eat a meal in their presence proving that he wasn’t a ghost or a figment of their imagination. Jesus then gives them a Bible lesson, reviewing with them the Old Testament prophesies which had clearly stated that the Messiah would have to die and then be raised to life again.  Then, and only then, after Jesus overcame his disciples’ doubt, they were overjoyed to see him. But there was one disciple in addition to Judas who was not there.  Where was Thomas? We’re not told, but his absence did hurt his faith.  Isn’t that a warning for us too, fellow disciples of Jesus. Whenever we pull away from the fellowship of believers, no matter what the reason, our faith can’t help but suffer even if that faith was once strong. And Thomas had not been a wishy-washy believer. Just days before the crucifixion he had said that he would rather die with Jesus than live without him.  Doesn’t that sound a lot like the vow we made when we were confirmed? 

But this same Thomas who seemed so strong in his faith now refused to believe the words of his fellow disciples.  He wasn’t going to believe it unless he could see Jesus with his own eyes.  You see how this statement shows more than doubt?  It revealed stubborn unbelief. Why would Thomas’s own two eyes be more reliable than the twenty eyes that had already seen Jesus? And also why would these men, with whom he had spent three years following Jesus, lie to him about this? Thomas went as far as saying that unless he could put his own finger into Jesus’ nail marks he would never believe. 

So we see Thomas was just being stubborn. But stubbornness is a sin that can lead to unbelief and eternal judgment. And what’s scary is that stubbornness is a sin that we all struggle with. We even joke about it when we say things like: “Of course I’m stubborn; I’m German! I’m Irish! I'm Norwegian!” (Have you ever met a nationality that hasn’t identified stubbornness as an ethnic trait?) But we really should not excuse our sinful stubbornness this way.  Christ has called you to be humble. How many marriages, how many business partnerships, and how many friendships has stubbornness ruined? Don’t let it ruin the most important relationship you have: your faith in Jesus. But stubbornness can also be used for good. The other disciples showed that when they kept insisting they had seen the Lord. They weren’t about to abandon Thomas and let him flounder in his unbelief. And of course Jesus didn’t give up on Thomas either. 
A week later when the disciples were crowded in that locked room again, this time with Thomas, Jesus appeared to them and again greeted them with peace. Yes, this greeting was also meant for the unbelieving Thomas. In fact Jesus directed his next words specifically to him. He invited Thomas to put his fingers in his hands and side. By encouraging the very thing Thomas had demanded, Jesus showed that he had known all about Thomas’s doubts. But now he was inviting that doubting disciple to place all of those doubts in his Lord’s hands. Thomas did so when he confessed: “My Lord and my God!” So what does this teach us?  Whatever your doubts and your fears you can place them in Jesus’ hands too. 
There is no problem too heavy for him to handle. After all he handled death didn’t he? There is no situation so prickly that he doesn’t want to touch it. He’s already handled your sins hasn’t he?  He could have pulled his hands away from the cross, but he refused. He let himself be pierced, like a man taking a bullet for another. So keep bringing him your deepest darkest secrets – the sins that you are too embarrassed to confess to anyone else. Put them in Jesus’ nail-hole marked hands, because there they will keep disappearing like dirty mop water down a drain – and this drain will never clog!

Sometimes even the people whom we trust the most, those who have faithfully come through for us every single time, those who are such experts in their field that we wouldn’t doubt them for a second……. Make mistakes.  No one’s perfect.  Sometimes they may fail us and not live up to our expectations. 

Do you feel that way about Jesus sometimes? Sure he hit the buzzer-beater when he came back from the dead on Easter Sunday, but what has he done lately? So often we doubt too.  And because of that we don’t put the ball in his hands.  Sometimes we keep stubbornly trying to do things your way. But why unnecessarily endure such frustration? Put it all in Jesus’ hands and be at peace! Let him deal with your fears and your doubts because he has already dealt with death, and he has already dealt with your sins. Those hands are there for you.  And always will be.  Amen.
