Remember This Name!!

Dear fellow redeemed.  A while ago President Zarling from MLC did a presentation for our Spring Joint Pastor’s Conference called “Teaching How The Brain Learns.”  He started out by saying “We won’t get through all of it.”  In the matter of fact he basically tried to do about a three or four day presentation in about 6 hours.  So, as you can imagine he hit the high points.  One of the things he talked about is the brain’s ability to remember things.  Now the older you get, the better your ability to concentrate and remember things.  But even then the brain only has the ability to remember 5 to 7 things at a time.  So, when you are introduced to more than 7 people at once, you probably won’t remember their names.  In other words… too much information, too fast… not good.  Now there are obviously some names that you will work extra hard to remember.  Your bosses name, your teacher’s name, your doctor’s name.  All more important to remember than someone you just met at a party yesterday.  Why?? because they are valuable to us.  We need them.  Jesus’ name is obviously very important to us as well.  Because in that name we see pure love.  Pure love for lost sinners like you and me.  So today be sure to remember this name.  It defines who he is and it defines what he did.  

Peter and John were put on trial.  Peter and John had just performed a miracle and the chief priests, leaders, and the Sanhedrin didn’t like that.  Peter and John had just healed a man who was unable to walk since birth.  This poor miserable man asked Peter and John for some food or perhaps some money but they gave him much more than he expected.  They healed him through the power of Jesus Christ.  In the matter of fact, they specifically mentioned Jesus’ name when they healed him.  So why would this miraculous healing be seen as a threat to the leaders of the people?  The answer is simple.  The leaders of the people needed to cover up their lie.  You see, they had bribed the guards who saw Jesus rise from the dead to tell the people that his disciples had stolen his body and that Jesus really wasn’t alive.  Now they needed to cover up that lie as best they could by preventing Jesus’ disciples from going around and doing miracles in Jesus’ name.  If they didn’t stop this the truth might come out and they would be seen as liars and cheaters and the people might never trust them again.  So basically, this was a political move on the part of the leaders of the people.


Notice though how Peter answers their question.  God’s Word says that he spoke through the Holy Spirit.  Peter and John did not stay up all night in prison writing a speech.  They did not discuss among themselves what they would say when they would be put on trial.  They simply trusted that the Holy Spirit would give them the words to speak.  After all, Jesus had promised them in Matthew that he would send his Holy Spirit into their mouths and give them the right words to say when the occasion called for it.  This was one such occasion.  Although probably scared, apprehensive, and tired from not getting much sleep the Holy Spirit guided them and gave them the right words to say.


Now it’s important to look carefully first of all at the leaders’ question and then at Peter and John’s answer.  The leaders asked them, “By what power or by what name do you do this?”  Notice how carefully they chose their words.  They did not want to mention the miracle specifically because they did not acknowledge the power of Jesus working through his disciples.  They had one major problem though.  They couldn’t cover it up in the same way they covered up Jesus’ resurrection.  The man Peter and John healed was living, walking proof of the power of miracles.  The only thing they could really do now would be to threaten the disciples and scare them into keeping quiet.  Either that or force them to confess that they did this miracle by some “other” powers.  Peter and John were being set up, but they gave the only right answer through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Peter and John’s answer was also worded very carefully.  They didn’t mention the specific miracle either.  In Greek, the definite article “the” is left out.  Instead Peter says ‘an act of kindness shown to a cripple’.  The absence of the definite article “the” stresses the quality of the noun.  So Peter wanted the rulers of the people to know that they didn’t just use the name of Jesus to heal one crippled man.  The name of Jesus is what caused them to perform all of their miracles and wondrous signs.  Not just this specific one which they never specifically mentioned.

Then Peter turned the tables and the focus of the discussion to the leaders of the people.  He immediately puts them on trial.  He tells them that it is by the name of Jesus that they performed this and all miracles.  But then he goes on to tell them just who Jesus is, what they did to him, and what God did for him.  They identified him specifically as Jesus Christ from Nazareth.  People knew who that was because they knew could identify with his family.  They identified Jesus as the one they crucified.  There was really no hiding that either was there.  They were the ones that accused Jesus before Pilate and convinced Pilate to let them crucify him.  And finally, they identified Jesus as the one God raised from the dead.  The very secret that the leaders were trying to hide yet in their hearts they knew was true.  Their cover would soon be blown.


The disciples then quote part of Psalm 118 describing Jesus when they said, “the stone you builders rejected which has become the capstone.”  Isn’t that just an excellent way of describing who Jesus is?  He was the one who was not only rejected by that angry mob crying out for his crucifixion, he was not only the one who was rejected by us because of our sins, but he was the one who was forsaken by God himself because of our sins.  When we think of who Jesus is we see the sinless Son of God.  Not just a good teacher, not just a prophet sent by God, not just a man who came to this earth to set a good example for the way we ought to live our life, but as the promised Son of God.  After all, he couldn’t have done what he did for us if he weren’t the Son of God.  Yet there are many religions and many people in the world today who, when they hear the name Jesus, don’t think of the Son of God.  And that is extremely dangerous isn’t it?  Now how many people do you know that don’t think that Jesus is the Son of God?  Maybe a friend or a fellow co-worker.  How often have we been like Peter and John and confessed to those people that we know that Jesus is the Son of God.  Often we have failed haven’t we?  Too often we have let our sinful natures get the best of us and have given into the fear of being seen as a religious fanatic, or as a Jesus freak.  But be assured that, by the name of Jesus, the true Son of God, those sins are forgiven.  They are forgiven because Jesus, the name above all names was the Son of God.  The capstone.  The solid foundation we build our lives on.

Not only though does Jesus’ name define who he is, but it also tells us what he did.  When the angel Gabriel told Mary that she was to give her baby the name Jesus, she also gave the reason for that name.  Do you remember what Gabriel said next?  “You are to give him the name Jesus because he will save people from all their sins.”  This is what the name Jesus means.  Literally “he who saves”.  


This name was the defining characteristic for the way Jesus lived his life.  Even though Jesus was true God, he was still true man at the same time.  Many times during his life here on earth he chose to set aside the use of his divine attributes and chose to be tempted just like you and me.  He was tempted directly by the Devil in the wilderness yet despite his human nature he resisted Satan.  He was tempted by the soldiers to show his power in coming down from the cross, yet despite his human nature he resisted.  And those are only a few of the many times Jesus was tempted but the point is that Jesus lived a life worthy of that name he had been given.  The whole purpose of his life on earth, what we call his active obedience, was to show people that he was the Son of God, the promised Messiah, and then his passive obedience, to die for the sins of the world.


But lets not forget what else he did.  Not only did Jesus die for the sins of the world but he also rose from the dead to show his victory over sin, death, and the power of the Devil.  His resurrection is just as important as his death.  You see, if Jesus had not risen from the dead we wouldn’t have a leg to stand on.  If Jesus had not risen from the dead he would not have fulfilled all of his promises and prophecies and then we would be putting our hope in a liar.  You see, that is just what the leaders of the people wanted the people to believe.  That Jesus was still dead and that all of their hopes for a Savior were dead with him.  Thank God though that he did raise his Son from the dead.  Thank God that he gives us new life through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.


Jesus is the name above all names because it tells us who he is and it tells us what he did.  The true Son of God who died for the sins of the world and was raised to life to show his victory over sin.  And that is what we think of when we hear the name Jesus isn’t it?  There are many names that we know that define who people are and what they do, but Jesus is by far the most important name we remember.  We remember it because he did the absolute most important thing for us by giving his life for ours so that we could have eternal peace with God in heaven.  Now let’s share this name with others.  Let’s tell them how important this name is to us and how important it is to them as well.  Amen.

