THE JOB IS OVER BUT HE KEEPS WORKING
Dear Christian friends.  Did you know that some of the most relaxing and exclusive vacation destinations don't have wi-fi?  In the matter of fact they may not even have cell phone service.  The whole idea is that texting, making phone calls, checking your emails… those are all work.  And while you are on vacation, they don't want you to work.  They want you to relax.  You could get an upsetting text…. That would ruin your vacation.  You could get an email from someone whose upset with you…. Again that would ruin your vacation.  Your cell phone rings… you pick it up while you're relaxing on the beach…. And all of the sudden you are not relaxing anymore.  You're stressed, you might as well be home or at work.  
Some jobs pay by the hour.  You get to work, you punch in, you complete your shift, you punch out, you're done… at your job that is.  In those cases the distinction is pretty clear isn't it?  Between work and not working.  Other jobs pay salary.  And that's pretty much… get it done but make sure it's done by a certain time.  In salary positions the line can kind of get somewhat blurred between what's work and what's not.    Sometimes they even happen at the same time.  
On ascension we celebrate Jesus going back to heaven.  And he could do that because his work was done.  Or was it?  Perhaps we should better define that by saying his work on this earth was done.  The job was over.  But we are clearly told in Scripture that Jesus isn't just relaxing in heaven.  He certainly deserved a break after what he did for us.  No one can argue with that.  But to say that Jesus Christ, whom we confess every Sunday “ascended into heaven,” is now filling out his days in retirement is about as much as saying that retired people have nothing to do. The living Jesus Christ was still ruling the universe when your head hit the pillow last night and when your feet hit the floor this morning. The living Jesus Christ interceded for you yesterday as he approached the throne of his Father with your prayer request to make sure it didn’t get lost in the shuffle, and he’ll intercede for you today to seek out and to offer the forgiveness you need to be sure you are at peace with God. That living Jesus Christ is organizing the angel armies to prepare heaven for you.  So yes….. The Job's Done but he's still working.  He Rules, Intercedes, and Prepares.” 

Guided by the Holy Spirit, Luke sat down to write the book of Acts.  His whole purpose as to convince readers that Jesus Christ is the true Savior and that his believers had everything they needed to face opposition without fear.  That no disasters, no diseases, no financial hardships, no false teachers, no political maneuverings, no prisons, no pain, no sickness, no swords can overwhelm humble believers in Christ.  So how does Luke begin in chapter one? The ascension of Jesus Christ!  Assuring Jesus' followers and you and I that the Savior is right there with us ready to rule the universe. 
It's easy to think that things are not under God's control.  Rulers are supposed to maintain order, keep things calm, keep their people safe and secure.  But then we see cancer and car accidents and heart disease.  We pick up the paper or turn on the news and hear about another fire or another bad storm coming up.  Isn’t it true that, lots of times, from what we see around us and what we experience firsthand, that God's not ruling at all.  But it only seems that way.  Because deep down we really know why God allows these things to happen to us and the ones we love.  His whole purpose in allowing these things is to bring us even closer to him and his love.  Our ascended Lord wants us to know that there is nothing, from gas prices to gastrointestinal problems, that spins out of his control. It's all for our good.  God help us all to see it that way. Jesus rules, not as a tyrant, but as a loving caretaker, our shepherd who does what is best for us. “God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church,” the Bible says (Ephesians 1:22). He’s not resting for his own enjoyment. He’s ruling for our own good. 

Jesus Christ also intercedes.  Have you ever been really frustrated when you have had to do something that you thought would be simple and it ended up being extremely complicated?  Maybe you had to run to the drug store to get some cough medicine for your sick family member only to get there and be overwhelmed by the choices.  This one treats this, this one treats that, don’t take this one unless you are eating a meal, don’t take this with any kind of food.  It makes your head spin when all you wanted was simply buy some cough medicine.  That is where the pharmacist comes in right?  You can tell them the symptoms and they can tell you what medication would be best.  Because you are not an expert in that matter, you need people to help you.

Though Jesus has ascended into heaven and has visibly disappeared, he has not left us alone, confused and lost. He represents us before other parties, reassures us along the way, and rigorously gets things done for us even without our knowing or understanding. Notice, from Luke’s accounting of Jesus’ discussions with his disciples before his ascension, how he reassures them that he will represent their needs even after his departure, and make sure they are cared for. “Wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about ... It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes one you.”
So do you feel confused? Lost? Worried about the future? Living with guilt?  Let Jesus step between you and whatever causes you fear and anxiety. Let Jesus lead you past the despair of looking at yourself in the mirror and wondering how you’ll make it through the day to the delight of listening to his words of reassurance, “Don’t be afraid,” “I will be with you always.”  And we can be assured of that because he keeps ALL of his promises. 

Jesus Christ also prepares.  St. Sophia, a stately Christian church in Istanbul was transformed by the hands of those who don’t believe in Jesus into a Mohammedan mosque. It had been one of the most beautiful churches in the world, but all the Christian inscriptions and symbols were painted over and replaced with Moslem ones. Standing under the great dome and looking straight up into the air at these paintings a Christian tourist saw that the figure of Christ with outstretched hands, which had been painted over, was coming back through the wear of the covering paint. He turned to the Moslem man next to him and said, “He’s coming back. No one can blot him out. The future belongs to him.” To those disciples standing on the mountaintop, gazing into the sky that left no trace of Jesus’ sudden departure, the angels said, “This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back ...”   He will not forget about us.  The ascension of Jesus Christ means that he is preparing a place for us. That’s our future. And he won’t let anything make it disappear. He promises, “In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am” (John 14:2,3). Since our Savior is taking care of all the work that ensures us a place in heaven, we can focus our work NOT on gaining it for ourselves but on going out and getting others to come with us. “You will be my witnesses,” he commands us with undertones of his own promise to help. 

“He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.” When you say those words, don’t think retirement.  His Work’s not over Jesus Christ rules, intercedes, and prepares. He’s hard at work for you, because his career never ends. Amen.
