Continue to Be Amazed – Acts 2:1-13

Dear Christian friends.  There was a TV show a number of years ago called the West Wing.  It was all about the inner workings of how things get done in the White House.  Obviously it had a lot to do with the President but it also dealt with the lives and jobs of his advisors, speech writers, his press secretary, his chief of staff, and all the other people who work for him including his secretary.  Unfortunately, his secretary and long time friend was killed when she was hit by a drunk driver.  After a while then the President started a search for a new Presidential Secretary.  And he insisted that he himself conduct at least part of those interviews.  After all that person would be working directly with him.  So, he decided to joke around with this one particular applicant and started talking about Air Force One.  About how big the plane was, about some of the technical features, about some of the security features that to him were just amazing.  He wanted to see her reaction.  She looked at the President with a sort disinterested look, shrugged her shoulders, and basically told him she didn’t care.  It didn’t impress her.  So the President pressed it a little bit and said… “You mean it wouldn’t impress you to fly on Air Force One.”  Again, the same shrugged shoulders and disinterest.  He didn’t hire her.  In the matter of fact he commented later to his chief-of-staff, “I just can’t believe she wouldn’t be excited about flying on Air Force One.”  Obviously the whole reason the President did that was to see if this applicant for his secretary would be excited about her work.  That she would continue to be amazed at the things she would get to do in this very high and very prestigious and very important position.  

That’s happened to all of us too at one time or another.  And maybe it’s not that we don’t care as much as it just doesn’t amaze us like it used to.  It doesn’t hold our interest or captivate us the way it did before.  And that’s really not our fault is it?  It’s just human nature.  You may love Steak and Shake hamburgers but if you eat them everyday you’ll get tired of them.  So the solution or should I say the question is really “How can I take a fresh look every time at the routine things that happen to me and around me?”  When it come to church, “How can be excited to sing, and speak the liturgy, and hear God’s Word without going into the mindless repetition mode?”

Today we are going to look back at that first Pentecost.  That first outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the disciples.  But Pentecost is much more than just fire appearing on the heads of the disciples and them being able to talk in different languages.  The most important thing about Pentecost is the message that the disciples were proclaiming.  They were talking about Jesus and his work.  And many of those people who heard this message in their own language for the very first time came to faith.  There was a newness and freshness there.  There was excitement there from people being told that they have a Savior who loves them and has paid for their sins and has given them full and free forgiveness and peace.  Through our Christian lives we too want to keep God’s Word new and fresh and exciting.  So today let’s meditate on the theme:  CONTINUE TO BE AMAZED.  By Spirit-given words received with Spirit-given faith.   

First a little history.  Pentecost is the Greek name for the important Jewish observance of the Feast of Harvest, commanded by God in the book of Exodus.  This festival happened on the 50th day after the Passover Sabbath. Every pious Jew wanted to be in Jerusalem for this Feast. Those who couldn't make it observed it in their local synagogues. This was a time when they brought freewill offerings from the harvest. So as a result followers of the Jewish faith were present from all over the world, and Jesus' followers were also gathered that day in or near the temple.

Just as Jesus had promised, the Holy Spirit was poured out on them. The Holy Spirit had already worked in their hearts, but now they received a special outpouring. The Holy Spirit was giving them the ability to declare the message of Jesus Christ. And we are told that this gift of the Holy Spirit had a powerful effect. These same men who had been hiding behind locked doors on Easter evening were now proclaiming the message of Jesus in languages they didn’t know.  In the years to come, the Holy Spirit enabled them to do even more. He inspired them to write the Holy Scriptures. Peter would write years later, “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” God the Holy Spirit breathed into men like Peter, John and Paul the very words he wanted recorded in the Bible. As a result we know that the Bible is God's Word, and that the message from God, revealed by the Spirit, is true and without error. 

That word, inspired by the Spirit, contains two main teachings. One teaching is the message of the Law. The Holy Spirit uses the Law to bring sinners to their knees. The Law reveals the fact that we have gone against what God commands and forbids. We have angered God by our indifference to his Word and worship. We have saddened him by our unwillingness to witness about him. We have frustrated God our repeated failures to reflect his love to the people around us. The Holy Spirit uses the law to show us our sin, and to cause us to see that we have failed to obey God, and by that disobedience have earned eternal death.  But fortunately the Spirit has revealed another message in Scripture. We call this message the Gospel, the Good News. It is a message of healing for crushed, guilty hearts. It is the assurance that Jesus, the Son of God, lived, died and rose in our place. He accomplished that perfection of life his Father demanded of all of us. 

This is the truth God has revealed to us in Scripture in words given by the Spirit. We recognize that his message is coming from God. The Thessalonians realized this, and it moved Paul to say: “We also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe.” What Peter preached on Pentecost, what Paul preached to the Thessalonians, is the message that we also have heard. It is still the very same amazing and saving message, proclaimed to us with Spirit-given words. 

We also still see and are amazed at the wonders of God received with Spirit-given faith.  Paul tells us, “No one can say, 'Jesus is Lord,' except by the Holy Spirit.” When we still hear the wonders of God proclaimed with Spirit-given words, we also remember how that message becomes our own.
While the day of Pentecost certainly was a memorable one for the disciples, it was a pretty amazing day for their audience. Luke tells us a bit about their perspective: “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language?” (Acts 2:5-8)  These people gathered in Jerusalem were people who had eagerly heard God's Old Testament promises.  And not Jews, also converts to the Jewish faith. They all longed for God's promises of a Savior to be fulfilled.  People like Simeon, who rejoiced when he held the Baby Jesus in his arms. Now others were experiencing the privilege of hearing “the rest of the story.” 

Peter stands up and begins to preach as a representative for the disciples. And it was an amazing message. Peter used the promises God had given in the Old Testament, and connected them to the life of Jesus Christ. He showed that Jesus was and is in fact the fulfillment of all God had to say. As he preached, the Holy Spirit went to work on that audience. Paul said, “Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ.” The Spirit worked through that message to bring people to faith and the results were staggering. Luke tells us that 3,000 people were baptized and brought to faith. 

The blessings of faith are quite literally endless, because by faith we have the eternal life Christ has won for us. And how exciting is that?  Continue to be amazed.  Amazed at the faith God has given us and the eternal life we have waiting for us.  Our slates are wiped clean and we stand innocent before God for Jesus' sake. We are at peace with him. By faith we are the children of God. 

This is an old story. It is nothing new. It's like that favorite song or favorite television show. No matter how many times we've heard or seen it, we love to sing or hear or see it again. May God help us to grow in that attitude that rejoices in the fact that we still hear the wonders of God and continue to be amazed by them. What a privilege that God brings that glorious message to us again and again. It is still proclaimed with Spirit-given words and received with Spirit-given faith. May God fill us with a hunger for this message, may it never get old and boring to us.  And by God’s grace may we rejoice in his wonderful promises.  Amen.  

