It’s In Your Blood  - John 14:15-21

Dear Christian friends.  Are there certain people who are just natural good at doing things?  Perhaps you might know someone who, from an early age, was just naturally good at playing the piano.  Sometimes you see on TV those “child prodigies” as it were.  Kids who can just sing or perform at a level well above their age.  Same can be said in sports as well.  I guess you could say it’s “in their blood”.  Is it just natural for some to be politicians, basketball players, NFL quarterbacks, opera singers?  Or are they trained to be that way? Is it nature or is it nurture? Often times, it seems to be nature - that’s what they’re made to be. 

So what’s in your blood? Do you have construction in your blood? Gardening? Football? Soccer? Racing? Finances? Quilting? Religion? Video games? Computers?  When I mentioned those things, you either did one of two things. Either your ears perked up and said, “yeah!,” or you instead said, “yuck!” Many times there isn’t too much middle ground.  When you were younger perhaps there was something you wanted to be, or something you wanted to do and now you say to yourself “I’m sure glad I didn’t become a pilot, or an air traffic controller, or an astronaut, or even a doctor.”  Not that there is anything bad about these professions but maybe after finding out how hard these people have to work you realize that you are happy now where you are.

Jesus uses a similar illustration when he talks about people who have the Spirit of truth in today’s text. It’s in our blood.  Next weekend will be the Syttend Mai celebration in Spring Grove, MN.  And if you ever go to this you’ll see lots of people wearing those Norwegian flag shirts, and perhaps one of those plastic Viking hats.  They wear those things to show others how important their Norwegian heritage is to them.  We show how important our Christianity is to us and how important God is to us not by wearing shirts but by the nice things we say to people and the way we treat others.  It’s in our blood.  The thing is though is that what may seem obvious to us may not seem obvious to others.  God exists…. He’s important to us, but the blinders of sin and more specifically rationalism can make people deny the existence of God.  Even though we show, in our lives, how important he is.  Unfortunately, for many unbelievers in our world, they look at the evidence for God - clearly see it - but then deny that he exists. 

Take this example form the Scriptures. Even after Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, how did those who clearly witnessed this great miracle respond? John 12 says, “the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and putting their faith in him.”  How blind can you be? It’s almost staggering to us who see the truth so clearly!

 
We have the Holy Spirit living in us.  It’s in our blood.  And because we do, we live lives of Christian service to others.  And that’s important, isn’t it.  Perhaps you remember the old show called the Odd Couple - with Felix and Oscar? One was a complete and ungracious slob while the other was a perfectionist and good cook. That’s how you might compare our relationship to God. Here we were, because of sin, living in the filth of this world. But then the Holy Spirit moved into our homes, cleaned us up, cooked our meals, and took care of us.  That Spirit continues to daily give us our daily bread and our forgiveness free of charge - because of HIS MERCY. Every day the Holy Spirit continues to live with us and give us spiritual life - feeding us meals and cleaning up our houses - even though it gets pretty stinky and smelly in here - because that’s what He does!

So I’ve been talking to you as if you have the Holy Spirit living in you, but how do you really know? When it comes to diseases, you can do a blood test for cancer, or COVID, or other diseases.  So what’s litmus test for the Spirit?  What did Jesus break it down to? “If you love me, you will obey what I command. . . . 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.” Jesus calls on us to look at our actions to determine whether we love him or not. It’s just like looking at an animal with rabies. At first, you might not be able to tell that anything is wrong but once it starts frothing at the mouth and growling and hissing, you will know that something is wrong with it.

This word obey comes from the Greek tareo.  It’s general meaning is to keep or protect. So when Jesus says that the one who loves him will “obey what he commands,” what he is literally saying is that such a person will pay careful attention to the keeping of Jesus’ commands. He won’t let people change what God tells them to do. He won’t let people add to what God tells them to do. And he finally will then be careful to DO what God tells him to do. The two go hand in hand. First of all, you have to know what God commands and hold onto them. Then you can keep them.

Take for instance Jesus being tempted. The devil tried to use God’s Word to have him do something that was against God’s Word - jump from the temple. So, Jesus had to keep God’s Word by first of all KNOWING it, and then doing it - by NOT jumping. As a matter of fact, right after Jesus finished talking to the disciples, he said to them, the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.  So Jesus went on to die for the sins of the world, as His Father commanded Him. Not only did Jesus prove His love for the Father in this sacrifice, but he also proved His love - an unconditional love - for us. Why did He do it? Because that’s who he was - the Savior.

I’m not into dog breeding and pet grooming but I have a friend who is.  She raises English Setters and also takes them to dog shows.  I remember her posting a video on facebook of one of her setters who had just had surgery.  This dog was wearing a t-shirt to cover the cuts from the surgery.  To protect them from getting infected.  So here is this poor dog, wearing a t-shirt, sitting in front of their outside door, and whining like crazy.  She just wanted to go outside and play.  Come to find out that English Setters are known for their hunting skills finding quail, and pheasant, and grouse.  It’s in their blood.  So you could understand how miserable this dog was because she had to stay inside until her surgery wounds healed.  

So what’s in our blood?  And how do we compare that to other people.  Perhaps we may not feel as far along in our Christian living as others. We want to be like the guard dog Christian, the smooth Christian, or the Christian parrot with the good voice. And so we might sometimes wonder if we really do love God enough or where we fit into his kingdom - because maybe we don’t do as much as others or look like others.  But that’s where Jesus’ message brings us so much comfort and peace.  Our whole life revolves in and around the life of Christ.  That is God accepts us - not because of what we do, how much we do, or good decisions we make - but because of what Jesus has done for us - his life. So, Jesus says, “stick with me. I won’t desert you! I’ll send you the Holy Spirit to change your life.” The closer you stick to him, the more you’ll find yourself doing beautiful things. So keep on being who you are - loving Christians. After all, it’s only natural.  And it’s in your blood. Amen.

