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Proper 11 – July 19th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
THE CHRISTIAN LIVES AS WHEAT AMONG WEEDS 

The wheat that grows in the Middle East is a variety that looks much like wild grass or weeds. It is difficult to tell wheat and weeds apart until shortly before harvest time, when the wheat stalks develop a head containing the kernels of grain. Try and pull the weeds out of a wheat field and you will likely pull up a fair amount of wheat accidentally. So you need to wait for the harvest to separate wheat from weeds. 

This week Jesus uses that image to illustrate life this side of heaven. Christians are pictured as wheat planted by the Lord. Evil and unbelieving evildoers are pictured as weeds. We might want God to take care of evil now—to pull up all the weeds. But he tells us to wait for the harvest. God is going to fix the problem of evil in this world, but it might not be today or even tomorrow. What does God want us to do while we wait? He wants us to live like wheat among weeds, serving the purpose for which he planted us. That means being faithful, fruitful, and mindful of the coming harvest.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ORDER OF WORSHIP………………………………...................................p. 15
HYMNS:  446 – 426(1-3) – 574 – 292 - 361          

PRAYER – O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 44:6-11 – Like weeds among wheat, Christians live surrounded by evil in this world.  But God promises that the presence of evil in this world does not mean that God doesn’t care for us.

SECOND LESSON – Romans 8:18-25 – One day, God will make all things new and return creation to the perfection with which he made it. Until then, we preach the Word that plants faith that looks for a better world to come and produces the fruit of hope that lets us wait for it patiently. 

GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 – Christ tells us to live as wheat among the weeds of this world and wait expectantly for the harvest when the angels will sort it all out: weeds to fire, and wheat to shine as the righteous sons of God in the kingdom of their Father.

SERMON……………………………………………………………..Romans 8:18-25
“GOD’S GRACE POINTS ME TO HEAVEN”
ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNION - This morning we have the privilege of receiving the Lord Jesus’ very body and blood together with the bread and wine, for the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith in him as our Savior.  We ask that only those who are communicant members of a church in fellowship with the WELS or ELS come to the Lord’s altar.  Please be sure to sign up on the sheet in the entryway of church.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – We will be having Vacation Bible School at Peace in Marshfield next week from 11:00-1:20. Please sign your kids up by clicking on the link below or scanning the qr code below. There is a sign-up for volunteers at both Zion and Peace.

vbspro.events/p/peacemarshfield
QUILTING – Quilters will NOT meet on Wednesday.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will have a combined VBS service with Zion and Peace starting at 11:00.  Potluck lunch will be served after. Please join us as we review the Bible points each day and hear our kids sing.  
QUARTERLY MEETING – Peace’s 3rd Quarter Meeting will take place August 2nd after the service.  All are invited to attend.

VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – We still need volunteers to help with VBS.  Even if you can’t be there all week we’d love to have you help when you can.  Please see the sign up sheet in the entryway of church for spots still needed.
JULY FORWARD IN CHRIST AND MEDITATIONS – These are available in the Narthex.
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Howard & Verlane Phillips; Joan Kennemer.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS
