Use God’s Word – Isaiah 55:10+11


Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  The text which we would like to consider today talks about the importance of the Word of God.  Hear again our Old Testament lesson. (read text)

Dear Christian friends.  It’s safe to say that I’m not a very handy person when it comes to fixing things.  My brother Brian put a new bathroom in his parsonage and my brother Eric replaced all his countertops and cabinets.  My dad likes building decks and remodeling things.  But for me I’m just satisfied to have my little toolbox with my hammer and screwdriver and if there is a major project that needs to be done I’ll call a maintenance person.  Most of the time because I don’t have the proper tools to fix things.  I don’t own a power drill or a power saw.  I don’t even have a ratchet set.  And that’s OK with me because quite frankly I have had lots of bad luck fixing things.  I guess I’m just happy to leave it to the professionals.  Fixing things, building, construction, etc…  are just not my thing.  And yet today God reminds us that we are all on a construction crew.  And we can’t use the excuse that we don’t have the right tools.  On this special construction crew God gives us the tool we need.  And it’s the only tool we need.  It comes from God, it meets our needs, and it accomplishes God’s will.  

The entire fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah is an invitation. The Lord, through Isaiah, is inviting his people to a free banquet. And they needed this banquet because they had been starving themselves. Many of the people of Israel had chosen to feed themselves on the emptiness of the idol worship that surrounded them. Instead of the food of God’s Word, they were feeding on chaff and ashes. So God invites his people to “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare." 

The food that so richly and beautifully graced the menu at this banquet was the Word of God. God had given this Word to Isaiah when he called him to be his prophet.  His mouth had been purified to proclaim God’s message. When God called Jeremiah he simply said, "I have put my words in your mouth." God’s Word has always been the sole message of his prophets and disciples. 

The Church today has that responsibility of sharing that same spiritual food. The world wants to hear a message of its own. People today don’t want to hear about God’s law, doctrine, or recognizing false teachers. But Jesus tells us, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you." Just like Paul told Timothy, so God still tells us, "Preach the Word."  And that Word still has great power. The writer to the Hebrews compares God’s Word to a double-edged sword, which can lay bear the inmost thoughts of sinful human beings. And why should this surprise us? We’re dealing with God’s own message. Paul tells us: "All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness." That message comes from God and is our tool to build the church. 

God’s Word also meets our needs.  This time of year we need rain don’t we.  And what happens if we don’t get rain for quite a while.  The grass browns, and the leaves of the farmers’ corn begins to curl. In our own gardens we see both flowers and vegetables start to wilt. All that vegetation is thirsty, and a good rain becomes a necessity. God was teaching Isaiah, and Israel through him, "My Word is just as important as a good rain during the growing season!" In our text he says, "As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it."  God’s Word as he has revealed it to us has two chief doctrines or teachings.  If we honestly look at the Law, it convicts us. We see our rebellious attitude toward what God wants. We see our refusal to place God and others ahead of ourselves. We see our quick reaction to blame others for our failures. The reality is, if we get around to being spiritually honest, that we are sinners who deserve damnation. That Law declares us spiritually dead. 

In contrast to the doctrine of the law, we have the Gospel. The good news Peter reveals to us is that "You have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God." While the Law kills, the Gospel brings life. It is a message that tells us of a powerful Savior who was perfect for us. He served as our Substitute in his life, death, and resurrection. As a result, by faith in him, the judgment that stood against us is powerfully erased.  This tool of God’s Word is what has made us part of God’s church. It points us to the absolute necessity of our foundation, Jesus Christ. Thank God for his powerful Word. It tells us how we are rescued from damnation, and are given eternal life. That is a message that meets our needs. 

And finally, it accomplishes God’s will.  But did that happen as Isaiah proclaimed his powerful Word? Didn’t a large portion, probably a majority, of Israel continue to wander away from God? Wasn’t the city still destroyed, as God held his nation responsible for their idolatry? Even though God had to deal with his people harshly, his will was still accomplished. His message of judgment was fulfilled, just as he preserved a remnant.  Sometimes God’s purpose is judgment. When many of the Jews continued to reject Jesus’ preaching, he said, "There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day."   In the Old Testament you could think of pharaoh, or the children of Israel who refused to listen to the message of God’s prophets. In the New Testament you could think of those people in the cities where Jesus preached. They rejected God’s Word, and it served to bring judgment on them. 

But we also know that God much prefers when another result happens from his powerful Word. God wants all people to come to faith through the message of his Son. He wants people to hear the wonderful good news, and by the power of the Holy Spirit take that message to heart, and trust him for salvation. That is God’s chief purpose and desire when his powerful Word is proclaimed.  
But does it still work? Of course it does. It worked on us! God rescued us, and changed us from sinners to saints through his Word. That Word, then, is to be used by us. God wants us to share it. He wants us to use it to build his Church. But will it work on everyone? Jesus’ parable of the sower reminds us that not all who hear are saved. But that Word is still powerful, and God will accomplish his purpose as we use it faithfully. God will be with us and bless our efforts as we put that powerful tool, that only tool we need, to use!  Amen.
