God’s Kingdom Is Not The Norm
A while ago I talked to a person who said that they visited a WELS church with a friend of theirs.  As our conversation turned to religion this person proceeded to tell me what their first impressions of the WELS was.  They said, “You guys always have everything so precisely laid out.  You say this certain thing at a certain time, you sing a hymn here, you have a sermon here, and so on.”  As I quickly though about what they said, I said back to them, “What’s the alternative??”  This person said, “We’ll in my church they just kind of go with the flow.”  Don’t worry….  we won’t try that here.  Just wouldn’t work would it.  Now I’m not saying that our liturgy is in any way commanded by God to be done in a certain specific way but we are used to it aren’t we?  Most of us grew up with structure in worship.  We’re comfortable with it.  We understand it.  It makes logical sense to us to follow along with an order of service whether that be in the hymnal, or in the bulletin, or projected on a screen.  We like things to be orderly.  And that’s not just the liturgy is it?  It could also be procedures that you follow at work, customs or certain ways of doing things at home, warming up for football or basketball practice, certain ways to get your body on top of the water for floating and then swimming.  And much more…  Lots of things need to be done in a certain way and in a certain order.  Wouldn’t it be safe to say that the majority of Americans like order and normalcy in their lives.  They like things carefully laid out so they know what’s coming next.  And when that order and normalcy gets disrupted, we tend to feel uncomfortable.  And that’s not just true of us living in 2026, it was also true (if not more so) for the people living in Jesus’ time.  They too liked their procedures.  They too liked things to make sense to them.  They preferred rationalism as we also do.  So, when Jesus introduced this idea of the kingdom of heaven to them, their heads must have been spinning.  Because the Kingdom of Heaven is not the Norm.  In it children are wiser than men and the burdened have rest.  

In the first verse of our text we hear an irony regarding the kingdom of God.  Jesus says, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to little children.”  We ask ourselves, “How can little children be aware of knowledge that adults do not have?  How can children be wiser than wise men?”  People who appear to be wise and often seem to have it all.  They know how to deal with the stock market, how to interpret the laws of the land, or how to run flourishing businesses.  In Jesus’ day there were many different “wise men” of the world.  Some of the men whom the people of that day would consider wise were the Pharisees.  Educated men who constantly studied God’s word.  They were one of the chief political groups of the time.  People looked up to them with reverence and awe.  But these men were not “wise” in the kingdom of God.

We know well about the Pharisees.  They rejected Jesus, and led many of the Jews to reject him also.  The Pharisees, the men who knew so much of God’s word and the promise of a savior, actually hated Jesus.  Out of jealousy toward Jesus they had him put on trial and crucified.  The Jews too who had God’s plan of salvation laid out before their eyes regularly totally missed the boat.  Versed in prophecies such as “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, ... and by his wounds we are healed,” and seeing the hand of the God of free and faithful love working throughout their history, the Jews laid everything they knew aside and followed the lead of the Pharisees and murdered the Savior of the world.  We would all agree that that was not very wise.

The Jews had it all, but they weren’t looking for the right savior.  They believed that simply by living a life of piety their sin would be covered.  They thought that the more good things they did, the more certain they could be of entering heaven.  They looked to themselves as their own saviors and did not trust in God to provide a savior to take away their sin.  Don’t we see the same thing today?  People nowadays are told not to trust in others, but to trust themselves.  Many churches today put aside the truth of God’s word and replace it with simply loving people and being a good person to attain some sort of personal heaven that we really don’t know about.  Do these wise men have the knowledge of the kingdom of God?  Absolutely not.  In God’s eyes these men are nothing but fools.  God’s kingdom is hidden from them.

It’s is a known fact that the church suffers more in times of success than in time of problems.  Why?   Trust in God passes away in good times.  We would like to pat ourselves on the back and put God on the back burner.  When this happens all sorts of problems creep in.  Or when it comes to our own problems, sometimes we treat God like a light bulb that we can turn on or off for our good.  When things are going good for us we turn God off, when things are going bad we turn to God.  But as soon as things are better God is turned off again.  Often we do not have a wholehearted trust in God.  Why…. Because anyone who trusts in someone else is deemed as being unwise, against the norm, and for all intensive purposes, a child.

What about children?  As we look at children, whether our own or someone else’s, we know that they will mostly believe anything that is told them.  Ted Turner, of television fame, once said that “Christians are wimps.”  He sees Christians as those who have such low self esteem that they latch on to this mythical figure named Jesus as the way to heaven.  Sounds much like the attitude against Christ so long ago.  There is nothing new under the sun.  But to “children” the kingdom of God, his saving plan, is revealed.  Jesus says in our text, “All things have been committed to my by my Father.  No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”  The difference between the “wise” men and the children is that the children know Jesus, the “wise” men do not.

These so-called children know that they are sinful and deserve God’s punishment.  These children do not trust in themselves, but in what God lays out before them in the Bible.  These children know the saving counsel of God because of Jesus.  These children know their savior Jesus, and through him the Father.  These children have wisdom that the “wise” of this world will never have.  And most important, my friends, we are these children.  We have that saving plan of God before us in scripture, and we hold tightly to it.

Another thing that goes against the norm is that wise children of God have a very burden. But his burden is light.  It’s difficult for us to associate the words “burdened” and “light.”  The word burden seems to imply something that is heavy, not easy.  Burdens are something that we do not want to have, whether that be the burden of debt or the burden of responsibility.  We recognize that every single person on earth has some sort of burden to carry.  All people are carrying the burden of sin.  And this burden we all have from the day we are born.  We inherit it from our parents.  

But Christ offers us a different burden.  This is nothing at all like the burden of sin.  It is a light burden which does not weigh us down.  This new burden comes to us by the Gospel.  And this burden, instead of putting pressure on us offers us rest.  Yes, we have many difficulties in our lives.  One of our relatives or we ourselves may be sick.  Someone we know may be dealing with an addiction of some sort.  Our jobs may not be going very well for us.  Our family may be having problems.  Our children may be rebelling.  All these problems are common to people living in this day and age.  And the world is ready to offer its own solutions to those issues.  There are books one may read, lectures one may hear, even vacations are encouraged to help people escape problems.  But these are really not solutions.

But through this new burden Christ offers a rest which we can do nothing to achieve.  When our sin weighs heavy upon our lives, the CROSS takes the weight of sin away.  Whenever the cares of the earth get us down, Jesus lifts us up.  This rest is always there.  This rest comes with the assurance that we will someday escape the sin of this world and be in heaven.  What a wonderful rest this is. 

What a blessing it is for us that it is this way.  God draws us to himself as children, children who have something that the “wise” people of the world don’t have.  Children who look to Jesus for the forgiveness of sins.  God comes to us burdened beings and gives us a new burden, a burden which offers rest for our souls.  God’s kingdom is not the norm, but it’s not supposed to be.  He has it all figured out for you.  Amen.
