God’s Grace Points Me To Heaven – Romans 8:18-25

Dear Christian friends.  It was the day after Thanksgiving and I was shopping with my brother, sister-in-law and Molly at some big mall in Appleton.  When we were ready to go Kristin, my brothers wife, went to get the car since it was raining and that way she could hide my brothers gift in the car without him seeing it.  I put on Molly’s jacket and then lifted her up to take her out to the car.  What I didn’t see was a low-hanging sign above me.  And wack--  I accidentally lifted Molly’s head into the sign which then actually fell off the ceiling.  Did she cry – yes.  Did I feel bad – yes.  Did she get over it – absolutely.  No harm done except for maybe a bump on the head.  I remember another time when Brian was lifting up Molly in my parent’s camper and wacked her head into a low lying beam.  He just calmed her down and said, “That’s the second time I’ve done that!”  Kids get hurt.  They may even need stitches or possibly break a bone.  And we feel bad that they have to suffer don’t we.  And yet suffering is a fact of life.  It happens to the young and old, rich and poor, man or woman, boy or girl.  That suffering may include the grief and sorrow that we have when our relative, neighbor or friend is killed in a car accident.  That suffering may include that excruciating back pain that we have day and night as a result of our falling on the ice or falling off a ladder.  We may have a bad heart, bad lungs, a nervous condition, or are battling cancer.  And I could list more problems and troubles that we face, but that would only discourage and depress us more.  Rather I want each of us to look past our problems and troubles in this life and direct us to heaven because that is where the Apostle Paul points us in this section of Romans 8.  God inspired the Apostle Paul to write in our text: “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  On the basis of our text we will consider:  GOD’S GRACE POINTS ME TO HEAVEN.  1. HEAVEN’S GLORY FAR OUTWEIGHS MY PRESENT SUFFERINGS, AND 2.  HEAVEN IS GUARANTEED TO ME BY GOD’S INDWELLING SPIRIT.

The Apostle Paul experienced all kinds of suffering.  In his 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians he lists his troubles: “beatings, imprisonments and riots, … hard work, sleepless nights and hunger … dishonor, bad report … being regarded as a deceiver … sorrowful … poor … having nothing.”  He adds to the list: “I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again.  Five times I received from the Jews the 40 lashes minus one.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked.  I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move.  I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles, in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea, and in danger from false brothers.”  On top of that Paul was plagued with a “thorn in the flesh,” with some severe physical ailment which hindered him in his work as a missionary.  Paul’s life-story contains enough plot-lines for not one, but for a dozen soap operas.

In our life in this world we experience pain and suffering because, as part of His judgment against sin, God subjected nature to a condition of deterioration.  Paul explains in our text: “For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the One Who subjected it.”  Weeds and thistles grow in fields and gardens.  Violent storms, such as tornadoes and heavy amounts of rain, have brought death and destruction to people and to property.  There are polluted streams, lakes and rivers, oil spills, holes in the ozone layer.  Dear pets grow old and must be put to sleep.  This deterioration was not what God intended for His creation.  But that is the way it is with all life in this world.  Neither nature nor we will ever be free of pain or sorrow in this life.  We can’t make our heaven on this earth.  
But we should not despair as if there is no hope and no future for us.  Something new and better is about to happen.  Paul writes in our text: “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  The reason for that is because heaven is so glorious and so perfect that our Heavenly Father can’t even describe it in a way that our human minds can understand.  And that’s why Paul uses to a picture to make his point.  He describes all of creation eagerly waiting to be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God.  Paul pictures all created things – the trees, the rocks, the hills, the valleys, and the animals – as stretching their necks as if to peer around the corner of time into eternity and there seeing what things will be like in heaven.

We believers also put up with this present painful time because we know it won’t go on forever.  Paul compares this groaning in nature to the pain that a mother goes through at the time she gives birth to a child.  There are few things in life that hurt more.  But there are few other pains in this life that lead to greater joy and happiness.  Jesus once said: “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but when her baby is born, she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world.  So with you.  Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.”  When we compare the sufferings of this life to the glory that awaits us in heaven it is more than worth it.  That prospect of such eternal happiness can wipe away our tears and banish our doubts.  It can cheer us up and motivate us to keep believing in Jesus and remaining faithful to our Savior until death.   The glory of heaven far outweighs our present sufferings and puts hope into our lives.
You and I can be sure and certain of heaven because II. HEAVEN IS GUARANTEED TO ME BY GOD’S INDWELLING SPIRIT.  Paul knew that many of us Christians will be like doubting Thomas.  After all, we have never been to heaven.  We have never seen it.  We have never knelt down to kiss the streets of gold in heaven.  It’s hard to believe in a place we haven’t seen.  But God has given us His Holy Spirit as our personal guarantee that heaven is real.  Paul tells us in our text: “We ourselves … have the first fruits of the Spirit.”  That Spirit is the Holy Spirit, the One of Whom Jesus said: “I will ask the Father and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever, the Spirit of truth. … I will not leave you as orphans.  I WILL come to you.”  

Christ our Savior will return to this earth on the Last Day just as the Bible says.  He will come in the clouds in all His power and glory.  He will raise up our dead bodies from the graves, glorify them like unto His glorious body and take our body up into the heaven to be “forever with the Lord.”  This is our Christian hope.  Paul admits that we have not seen heaven yet, but we know that heaven is more than a dream.  It is as real as the Holy Spirit in our hearts.  While we hope for heaven and that perfect place of bliss, joy and happiness, “we wait patiently for it.”  We need to be patient and endure the present sufferings of this life with that firm confidence that these sufferings and troubles of this life are small compared to the glory that awaits us in heaven.  That is our continuing hope in this world.

Throughout our text this morning we have seen how the Apostle Paul comforts and encourages us who suffer.  He says that suffering is an expected part of living in a creation that has been affected by sin.  But we have hope.  That same God Who had to put creation under His curse has also promised and arranged for its final deliverance and redemption.  Besides, what a person suffers for in the present is small compared to the greatness of the glory which is hidden now, but which will be revealed in the age to come.  May we pray that God the Holy Spirit, Who has begun His work of sanctifying our hearts, continue to perform it, and continue to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith in Christ Jesus throughout our life so that we will be with our Lord and Savior forever.  Amen.

