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Pentecost 15 – August 30th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
A CHURCH THAT TAKES UP ITS CROSSES 

Some churches teach that if one follows God, God responds by granting prosperity and peace. Today Jesus teaches that is nonsense. The Son of God tells us that if we are his disciple, if we are part of his Church, we will have to bear crosses. Believers will suffer in this world, oftentimes for no other reason than they are believers. It is painful to struggle against the temptations and priorities of this world. It can be agonizing to face the same scorn and ridicule Jesus faced. 

Why bother? We carry our crosses in gratitude for Jesus carrying his cross, one too heavy for us to bear because it was weighted down with our sin. We carry our crosses because we know that in those moments of struggle, we are forced to turn to Christ and rely on his strength. The church takes up its crosses, because this is the Christian path, the one Jesus himself walked: first the cross, then the crown.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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PRAYER – Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our redemption.  Give us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him where he leads; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 15:15-21 – God renews a promise that he had made at the beginning of Jeremiah’s ministry. He didn’t promise to remove the persecution, but to make Jeremiah strong enough to take it.

SECOND LESSON – Romans 8:18-25 – St. Paul teaches God’s church that no cross can compare with the crown of glory that is waiting. 

GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 16:21-26 – When Jesus spoke most clearly about his cross, Peter spoke Satan’s words of compromise. Thanks be to God that our Savior saw the necessity of the cross before the crown! Now for Christian followers, cross comes before the crown as well.
SERMON…………………………………………………….….…Matthew 16:21-26
“OUR MISSION IS THE CROSS, NOT THE COUCH”
ANNOUNCEMENTS
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday with Bible Study starting at 9:30.  All are welcome to attend.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost 16.  Worship will begin at 11:30.  The readings will be:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 / Galatians 2:11-16 / Matthew 18:15-20. 

ELS-WELS MEN'S RETREAT - The 2026 Men's Retreat will be held on Saturday, September 19, at Redeemer Lutheran Church’s Family Life Center in Rolla, MO.  The theme of the retreat is "Life As The Lord’s Man."  Our area pastors will lead as we look at how the Lord raised up and employed Nehemiah to be a blessing to others in his time and to consider his inspiring example for how we live our lives. The retreat begins with registration starting at 8:30 a.m. and ends with farewells at 3:00 p.m.   The cost is $25/person and includes Saturday lunch.  Guests are welcome.   Men should bring a Bible, and any special refreshments and snacks.   Redeemer Lutheran is located at 1701 Highway 72 East, Rolla, MO 65401. The church phone number is 573-364-7071.  Please let Pastor Krueger know that you will be coming by September 15.  If you have questions about the retreat, you can direct them to Pastor Jim Witt at 314-501-4924 or jgwitt3@yahoo.com.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE STUDY KICK-OFF – Sunday School and Bible Study will resume on Sunday, September 13th before the service at 10:45.  After the service there will be a picnic / grill out and balloon release.

AUGUST FORWARD IN CHRIST AND MEDITATIONS – These are available in the Narthex.
LAST SUNDAY CHURCH STATS – Worship Attendance-34 / Sunday’s Offerings-$2,415.00
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Howard & Verlane Phillips.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS
