Three Places We've All Been
I Kings 19:9-18


Dear fellow Christians.  Obviously we are not all the same.  We have different jobs, different hobbies, different interests.  It's unfair for us as individuals to expect that other people get as excited as we do about certain things.  But that doesn't mean that there aren't certain interests that we share.  I personally am not a big fan of NASCAR and Golf.  But that doesn't mean I won't turn it on or go out golfing with some real tolerant friends.  I do like the outdoors and being outside however and I know that a number of you also like that.  Staying inside, sitting behind my computer…. I have to say are pretty tedious.  Personally, I'd rather be outside hiking or riding my bike but we all know that we can't always do what we want all the time.  Sometimes it's just plain nose to the grindstone and get it done.  Whether you want to do it, whether you like it or not really doesn't matter does it?  A job is a job and responsibility is responsibility.  We all have that last one in common.  Responsibilities.  And sometimes those responsibilities seem to increase at certain times of the year (like 4H kids getting ready for the fair).  Other times they are not as many.  Besides responsibilities we also have other things in common.  Perhaps that is why our first lesson from 1 Kings makes so much sense to us.  Because we can all relate to it.  We've all been where Elijah has been.  In caves of disappointment, on mountaintops of astonishment, and deserts of obedience.


Elijah was a great prophet of God.  Probably the two most memorable things we think about when we hear the name Elijah are: his being taken up into heaven in a fiery chariot, and his victory over the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel.  Our text takes place today shortly after that showdown with the prophets of Baal.  Baal’s prophets got nowhere, but when Elijah prayed God sent fire which not only burned the offering but the stones of the altar as well.  He then gave a chance for the people to come back to the true God.  Those that didn’t were killed right there on the mountain.


So, Elijah must have been extremely happy after what had happened.  He had shown the people who the true God was and many were converted.  It would probably only be natural for Elijah to expect some kind of religious renewal in the land of Israel.  This however did not happen the way Elijah wanted it to and the problem was with the ruler king Ahab but more so his wife Jezebel.  She was as evil as they come.  When she heard of the mass slaughter of her Baal prophets she was livid and convinced her husband Ahab to send messengers to Elijah telling him that by this time tomorrow he would be dead.  So begins our journey.

But throughout this journey we see that Elijah’s real problem was not with Jezebel, it was his lack of trust in God.  Instead of trusting in God’s protection he fled to the Negev region and asks God to take his life.  He had had it.  He was discouraged and the only answer he could think of was just to ask God to end it all.  God however had different plans for Elijah.  And his question to him was intended to get Elijah to think about just what he was doing.  God wanted Elijah to come to that recognition himself that he needed to trust.  Elijah however gives God a very different answer saying “Isn’t it obvious why I fled?”  You see, Elijah had forgotten one of his main jobs as a prophet.  This was to speak up for the people.  Elijah should have followed the example of his predecessor Moses.  Remember when God was ready to destroy the children of Israel for worshipping the golden calf Moses pleaded with God on their behalf to spare their lives.  Instead though Elijah condemns the people for breaking God’s laws and complains about how fruitless his work was.


We all have our own caves of disappointment too, don't we?  In people, in places, in experiences.  Perhaps it's because our expectations are just plain too high.  Maybe it's that we expected people and experiences to be a certain way and they really turned out quite different.  Then comes the blame game right?  Who's responsible for our disappointments?  Is it God, or is it us?  We all know where Elijah pointed his finger.  Not once but twice.  Elijah wanted a life and ministry free from difficulties and worries.  Isn’t that the kind of life we long for also?  Not having to worry, not having to be disappointed, not having any difficulties at all?  It’s hard for us to see many times how our own personal caves of disappointment actually make us stronger.  Especially when they just seem to go on and on.  But God wasn't done with Elijah was he?  He didn't let the finger pointing win.  He had another lesson for him and us too.

Next, we follow Elijah in another direction.  To the top of the mountain.  God had sympathy for his discouraged prophet.  God knew that Elijah needed some encouragement as well as needed to be taught a lesson.  He then gives Elijah 4 signs.  The first three signs all indicated God’s judgment.  A powerful wind that could actually break rocks apart.  A terrible earthquake that could destroy the land.  A terrible fire that could burn and destroy crops, tents, and grazing pastures.  You can probably just picture Elijah here cheering and saying, “You go God, you give those Israelites what they deserve.”


God however was not in any of these three signs.  The fourth sign was a gentle whisper.  What the words were, we do not know, but what it suggests we do know.  That gentle whisper signifies the gospel.  God wanted to teach Elijah through these amazing signs that his judgments will not change the hearts of the people.  Their hearts would be changed only through the message of the gospel.  This is how God changes hearts today.  And now we see Elijah make some progress.  He pulls his cloak over his face in an act of worship to God.


Isn’t this what we do also when we hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It amazes us.  It should !!  When we walk out of church on Good Friday we feel bad.  And we should.  On the other hand winning a football or a volleyball game, we feel good when that happens.  Perhaps we are even super proud when our friends go on to play in the NFL or NBA.  But how much more astonished should we be that Christ won that victory we need over sin and Satan for you and me?  And we are here today to worship God for that.  We are here today to show our love and respect for that awesome gift he has given to all of us.    


But, like Elijah, sometimes it’s hard for us to see God’s will when he reveals it to us.  It’s at times like this that we simply need to trust that God knows what he is doing.  He has a plan for you and me and we simply need to trust that God will guide our lives in the way he wants us to go.  And that's astonishing too.  

The final destination we follow Elijah to is a desert. The desert of Damascus to be specific.  God ordered Elijah to go back the way he came and then gave him some specific orders.  First, he was to anoint Hazael as king over Aram, then he was to anoint Jehu as king over Israel, and finally he was to anoint Elisha to succeed him as prophet.  These are the people whom would carry out God’s judgments.  Jehu would be a godly king whose mission would be to destroy the house of Ahab.  Even Elisha the new prophet would be active in carrying our God’s judgment.  These three people would continue the never-ending battle of ridding the land of idolatry.

Yes, God’s judgments would be carried out through these people.  This was probably a relief for Elijah to hear.  He still didn’t get God’s point though.  He didn’t get the point that the gospel is more powerful than the law.  He didn’t get the point that the only thing that was going to change the hearts of the people was the gospel.  God ends his commands to Elijah with an unexpected surprise.  He tells Elijah that there are still 7,000 people in Israel who were still faithful to him.  He was not the only one left.  God however wanted all of Israel to be saved and to turn from their idolatrous worship.  7,000 wasn’t good enough.
God's goal was that through the prophets like Elijah and Elisha that people would obey and worship him.  We also live our lives in obedience to God's will.  He has very specifically revealed that will to each and every one of in the ten commandments.  He has shown us the way he wants us to live.  But we know that isn't always easy.  We fail… A lot.  That's a trait we all have.  But we also have a God who says to us, "My yoke is easy and my burden is light."  So let's take up those yokes of obedience and let's together show how important our God and our salvation is to us.  That's something we all have in common.  Amen.
