With God It’s About YOU – Ephesians 1:3-14

Dear Christian friends.  Harrison Ford, Tom Hanks, Brett Favre, Simone Biles, Jeff Gordon, Dale Ehrnhardt Jr.  All of you here are probably familiar with at least some if not all of those names.  They are all celebrities either in the film world or the world of sports.  Some of us here may even have met one of these celebrities.  So, what is it that most people do when they meet a celebrity?  They get their autograph.  That is, they have that famous person sign either a piece of paper or an item of clothing.  But why?  What is so important about that person’s name?  Well, I guess you could say that the main reason you or me would have someone sign their name is to prove to other people that we did in fact meet that famous celebrity.  But, chances are, if you’d meet that person again a few days later, and asked them if they remembered you, the answer would most likely be no.  And it’s not that they don’t care about their fans, it’s just that it’s almost impossible to remember one of hundreds of thousands of people they’ve met and signed autographs for at one time or another.

Sometimes the devil can tempt us to feel that God treats us much the same way.  When we read passages like, "For God so loved THE WORLD that he gave..." Or he can use a passage that says that God was reconciling THE WORLD unto himself.  And we may picture God as not remembering us.  Taking care of the problems of the 8 billion people in the world, then moving on to the next one. It's nice of him, but it's not very personal. All we seem to be is one of the billions of people who make up "THE WORLD." We feel like one of the nameless, faceless crowd.  Yet our text today is a very good reminder of just how specially God knows and cares about each one of us and just how much of a personal interest he takes in us and our futures.  I want you to be a little selfish for the next few minutes. I don't want you to think about how God saved you—and all the rest of the people sitting in this building. I don't even want you to think about God saved you—and the person sitting right next to you. I want you to just think about yourself, your situation, and what God chose to do about YOU. (If you want, you can even think your own name whenever you hear me say "you"--and you'll hear it a lot.)  He chose and made YOU to be blameless. And he revealed his plan specifically to YOU to believe it.
God chose and made you to be blameless. Paul says almost these exact words in verse 4, when he writes, "For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight." Before God even created the world, God decided that he wanted you to share eternity with him. God knew that he wanted you to be with him forever.  This is hard for us to understand how God could have done this even before the creation of the world--before the matter from which we would come even existed. But if God could "know us before he formed us in the womb"--as he told Jeremiah (1:5), then he could also know us before he formed the heavens and the earth.  God didn't just one day look up and realize that he was surrounded by people--including you--who needed to be with him in heaven. God had a plan.  So why did God choose you for this? Because God is a holy God, a God who cannot tolerate sin, a God who cannot have any connection with sin. For you to be with God for all eternity, you would have to be holy, blameless. Perfect.

But there soon was a problem, wasn't there? God's all-knowing eyes look at every human being, and they see sin. And a holy God and righteous God cannot tolerate that. So, God must remove sin from his presence. A holy and righteous God should punish sinners forever in hell.  And that's you. You broke God's law. You disobeyed God's commands.  You didn't think about God's all-seeing eyes. You told jokes that involved God that you shouldn't have told thinking that no one would really be offended anyway. And kids, you broke God's law, too.  You failed to listen to your parents when they told you to unload the dishwasher before you went outside. You failed to love your neighbor as yourself when you spread rumors about someone at school.  You ruined God's plan for you to be holy and blameless and to share forever with him.
        But not only did God choose you to be blameless, God also made you blameless. Paul writes that "In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ."  We've just looked at what you have done. So, it's no surprise to read that the only way we were going to get into God's family was through him adopting us into it.  People sometimes like to think that we are all sons and daughters of God by virtue of the fact that we have been born--as though we have some claim on God. Sons and daughters by birth have a claim on the favor, the care, the love of their parents. But a1dopted sons and daughters have no claim on the favor of their adoptive parents—until they have been officially adopted.  By nature, we have no claim on the favor, the care, and the love of God.  By nature, you are not lovable to God.  And yet God loved YOU. Paul says that he chose us "in love" for adoption. This should boggle your mind that God could look at what you were, what you had done, and still love us. But he did. 

God has "lavished" the riches of his grace, of his undeserved love upon us.  The word Paul uses here really pictures you as a container. The contents have been stomped down to fit in even more grace, more riches. And still you're filled to the top. And still God is pouring his grace into you. Those riches spill out of, spill around you.  And still God keeps on pouring. 
He pours wisdom and understanding on you. God knows you don't have that on your own. God knew that you wouldn't know or figure out how to become holy and blameless in his sight on your own. God knew that you would foolishly hope that He would look at you and decide that you were "holy enough." Or that you'd try to distract God's all- seeing eyes from your sins by doing some things that you thought were good. God knew that instead of "putting on the robe of Christ's righteousness" you would try to create some tattered rags of your own.  And so, God gave you wisdom and understanding by revealing his plan of salvation to you, by showing you the "mystery of his will."  And why is it a mystery? Because you could never have solved the mystery of being holy and blameless on your own. You could never have solved the mystery of how to get rid of your sin on your own. You never would have dared to think, "Maybe God will send his real Son to suffer and die in my place so that I can become his adopted child.”  So God made it known to you.  And now that mystery is no mystery. God has clearly laid out his plan of salvation for you so that even a preschooler can understand it.
        But we are a stubborn, stubborn people. And God knew that. So, God not only chose you to be holy and blameless, God not only chose to MAKE you holy and blameless.  God not only chose to reveal the mystery of how he accomplished this to you, but God also chose you to believe it.  God sent his Holy Spirit to work faith in your proud and stubborn heart.  
A few years ago I remember this one commercial.  The CEO of a large company hired these two young consultants to evaluate his company and to recommend how his company could improve it’s productivity.  After a few weeks the two young consultants came back to the CEO and gave their report about how the company could be better.  The CEO said, “Great – Do it!”  The two young bucks just sort of looked at each other and started laughing.  Then they explained to the CEO that they don’t actually do the things they recommend they just recommend.  That’s not the way it is with God when it comes to our salvation.  God didn’t just recommend that we be chosen to be saved, God actually did it.  And not only that but continues to take a personal interest in you and your faith today.  
We are not just a number.  God doesn’t herd us through the gates of heaven just like cattle at the sales barn.  It’s more personal than making small talk with hundreds of people at your family reunion.  God loves each and every one of us.  And out of the billions and billions of pieces of hair on the billions of people in the world he knows exactly how many pieces of hair are on your head at any given time.  God chose you personally to share in the joys of heaven with him.  And I really seriously cannot think of anything that could bring us more joy and happiness in our lives.
Those adoption papers have been signed.  In the matter of fact, they’ve been signed before we even knew we would be born.  And they have been signed not just with an impersonal stamp, but with the blood of our Savior.  And that’s personal.  So go ahead, be selfish… because with God it’s all about you.  Amen.  

