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Pentecost 18 – September 20th, 2026
Welcome:  The family of Peace welcomes you as we worship the Lord today.  We encourage children to worship with us.  If you need to leave with your child, there is a quiet room off the entryway of the church. The rest rooms are located in the basement.  Visitors, please sign our guest book on the table outside the sanctuary.  We’re glad you are here and pray that in our worship the Lord grants you peace. 
W h a t    T h i s    S u n d a y    i s    A b o u t
A STORY OF PERPLEXING GENEROSITY 

Give a single bag of M&Ms to two four-year-olds and tell them to share. You will witness counting done with accountant-like precision. Each child will get an equal amount of candy because that is fair. Human beings have an incredibly strong sense of fairness. That is why it can be so perplexing when we see how God dispenses blessing and grace. We see people who mock God who are more prosperous than believers. We see people who convert on their deathbed, and Scripture tells us they obtain the same salvation as someone who has been Christian all his life. How is that fair? 

Through a simple story, Jesus teaches us a profound truth. We need to stop expecting God to be fair. God is not fair. He does not give us what we deserve, and that’s called mercy. In fact, he gives us what we don’t deserve, and that’s called grace. No, God is not fair. He is breathtakingly generous.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ORDER OF WORSHIP………………………………...................................p. 15
HYMNS:  37 – 330(1,2) – 446 – 377 – 540(1,4,5)          

PRAYER – Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and promise to reward us according to your grace.  Help us rid our minds of worldly expectations and rejoice that you freely pour out the blessings of salvation to all people; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
FIRST LESSON – Jonah 3:1-5,10 – The Lord calls Jonah to preach the message of repentance to the people of Nineveh.  Jonah’s message touches their hearts and moves them to repentance.

SECOND LESSON – Romans 9:6-16 – God is perplexingly generous.  He shows mercy and grace to those he chooses, regardless of any merit or worth. 
GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 20:1-16 – This parable carries both warning and promise for us—a warning that all comparisons based on merit or work do not belong in God’s kingdom; a promise that our relationship with God is based solely on grace which he lavishes in abundance.
SERMON…………………………………………………………….….Jonah 3:1-5,10

“STOP POUTING JONAH!!”
ANNOUNCEMENTS
COMMUNION - This morning we have the privilege of receiving the Lord Jesus’ very body and blood together with the bread and wine, for the assurance of the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith in him as our Savior.  We ask that only those who are communicant members of a church in fellowship with the WELS or ELS come to the Lord’s altar.  Please be sure to sign up on the sheet in the entryway of church.
QUILTING AND BIBLE STUDY – Quilters will meet at 9:00 on Wednesday with Bible Study starting at 9:30.  All are welcome to attend.
NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost 19.  Bible Study and Sunday School start at 10:30 and worship at 11:30.  The readings will be:  Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32 / Philippians 2:1-11 / Matthew 21:23-32. 

PEACE LADIES AID RUMMAGE SALE – The Ladies Aid rummage sale will be Saturday, September 26th.

FALL PASTOR’S CONFERENCE – Pastor Krueger will be attending the Minnesota District’s Southern Fall Pastor’s Conference on September 28th and 29th in St. Louis. 

SEPTEMBER FORWARD IN CHRIST AND MEDITATIONS – These are available in the Narthex.
LAST SUNDAY CHURCH STATS – Worship Attendance-77 / Sunday School-16 / Adult Bible Class-13 / Sunday’s Offerings-$1,146.00
THOSE WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS - In the military: Josh Eckhardt; Colleen & Sonny Stevens; Howard & Verlane Phillips.
PASTOR WILL USHER YOU OUT AT THE PEWS
