How to Be Truly Forgiving


Dear friends in Christ.  A little boy visiting his grandparents was given his first slingshot.  He practiced in the woods, but he could never hit his target.  When he came back to his Grandma’s backyard, he spied her pet duck.  On an impulse he took aim and let fly.  The stone hit, and the duck fell dead.  The boy panicked.  Desperately he hid the dead duck in the woodpile, only to look up and see his sister watching.  Amber had seen it all, but she said nothing.  After lunch that day, Grandma said, “Amber, let’s wash the dishes.”  But she said, “Trevor told me he wanted to help in the kitchen today.  Didn’t you, Trevor?”  And she whispered to him, “Remember the duck!”  Later Grampa asked if the children wanted to go fishing.  Grandma said, “I’m sorry, but I need Amber to help make supper.”  She smiled and said, “That’s all taken care of.  Trevor wants to do it.”  Again she whispered, “Remember the duck.”  After several days of Trevor doing his chores and Amber’s, finally he couldn’t stand it.  He confessed to Grandma that he’d killed the duck.  “I know, Trevor,” she said, giving him a hug.  “I was standing at the window and saw the whole thing.  Because I love you, I forgave you.  I wondered though how long you would let Amber make a slave of you.”

This illustration, of course, talks about revenge and forgiveness.  Now that Amber had the duck to use as blackmail she could basically get her brother to do anything she wanted.  In the end though it really didn’t matter did it?  Grandma had already forgiven him, even before he confessed.  Today we see Joseph do that exact same thing with his brothers.  So, lets look at the example that Joseph sets for us and learn How to Be Truly Forgiving.  We can do this in two ways.  First we can show true forgiveness by being willing, and secondly we can forget and show love.

Now if you think about the story of Joseph you can definitely see lots of reasons for Joseph to want to take revenge on his brothers.  You see, Joseph’s brothers hated him from the start.  They were jealous of him because his Father Jacob favored him.  Because of this hatred and jealousy the brothers captured Joseph and were ready to kill him.  Luckily a band of merchants came passing through and the brothers decided to sell him and make money instead of killing him.  This however worked out for Joseph’s good.  He was well liked and well trusted in the house of Potiphar his master and was basically given charge of his household.  When Joseph was thrown in jail because Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him of adultery, God still blessed Joseph by giving him the ability to interpret dreams.  After a while the king heard about Joseph’s dream interpreting skills and called on him to interpret two very disturbing dreams.  The dreams basically said that there would be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of total drought.  By God’s grace, the king put Joseph in charge stock piling food and  supplies for the upcoming drought and then also handing out food when the time came.  He basically put Joseph in second command next to him.  When his brother’s came to buy food Joseph would have had every right to take revenge on them.  Yet despite all of the bad things that happened to Joseph, God worked it out for his, and their good.

And this is where our text picks up for today.  Jacob, their father, had just died.  And now that Jacob was dead they felt that nothing stood between them and Joseph's revenge.  You see though, the brothers still had not confessed their sin to Joseph.  So, even though Joseph had forgiven them, they were not assured of that forgiveness.  And when they did confess it was pretty weak.  Instead of going to Joseph themselves they sent messengers to him.  They were still scared of Joseph and what he would do to them.  Our text says that Joseph was grieved they did this.  He was sad and felt sorry for his brothers for the fact that they had lived with this guilt for so long even though he had forgiven them.

Just like those brothers, we too are sometimes scared to admit and confess aren’t we.  It’s hard to look someone straight in the eye and say, “I’m sorry”.  It’s easy to find ways around that isn’t there?  We can be like the brothers and send someone else to tell that person we are sorry.  Then we don’t have to confront that person face to face.  We can also send them a letter or text or email or pass them a note telling them that we are sorry.  Sometimes we may do everything we can to avoid an upfront personal confession.  Another reason we don’t like to confess is because it shows a sign of weakness. And in our world today that is a big no – no.  You need to show confidence, never weakness.  You noticed however in our text that Joseph’s brothers felt that NEED to confess.  Even if it was through someone else.  So, what caused them to feel that need?  It’s very simple.  It’s something that we all have inside of us and that is our conscience.  Even those small sins can’t hide from it.  It’s always there gnawing away at us and making us feel guilty.  Thank God that he has given us our consciences to make us feel sorry.  So listen to it and confess your sins not only to God, but also to the people whom you sinned against no matter how difficult that might be.
Two days ago, it was Patriot Day, Sept. 11th.  And it’s on that day we again remember the tragic events which happened in New York and Washington DC. 25 years ago.  25 years is a long time.  We try not to ever forget or be complacent but we do need to move on, and yet that day still brings lots of mixed feelings for people.  Lots of people think about revenge.  There are also feelings of sadness for the innocent victims as well as the rescue workers.  Feelings of admiration for the bravery and courage of those who went into those burning buildings, knowing that they could collapse at any time, after people just like you and me.  And finally, there are feelings of anger.  Anger against those responsible.  So, how do we deal with that anger?  Quite honestly, I think it’s different with everyone.  But what’s the same is that we NEVER forget.  We thank God that he has brought those responsible to justice.  And we pray that he keeps our country safe from future attacks.    

We can also show true forgiveness by forgetting and showing love.  Our text says that Joseph had forgotten about his brother’s sins against him.  He didn’t have any intention of ever bringing them up again or using them against his brothers.  To him the matter was closed.  The brothers however were still bothered by their sins.  Their consciences still told them that they needed to confess.  Again, Joseph explains to them that God worked out all the evil they did against him for their good.


In addition to forgiving his brothers, Joseph also took care of them.  Now that they had moved to Egypt and left their homeland they would need provisions as well as land to graze their flocks.  Joseph was just the right man to give them what they needed.  Joseph saw to it that his brothers got all the food they needed and an ample amount of land to settle on.  He did this not only because he loved his brothers, but because he saw it as his duty to take care of them.  This was his job as the king’s right-hand man.  Yes, Joseph had truly forgotten the sins of his brothers and now loved them just as much as if they hadn’t done anything to him at all.

Again, that’s hard for us.  It seems like it’s very hard for us to forget a sin someone committed against us.  Our sinful nature wants to keep harboring a grudge against that person.  Our sinful nature wants to be able to hold that sin out in front of that person like a dirty sock and say, “Look what I have!”  Sure, it may be easy for us to forgive but very hard for us to forget.  Naturally we want to keep bringing up past sins.  Our world today calls it blackmail.  Let’s remember to not only be forgiving, but also to be forgetting.  Because that’s what true forgiveness really is.  This is the way that we show our love for God and for each other.

Out of this forgiveness then flows acts of love.  These acts of love are varied for all of us.  Each and every one of us has different ways that we can show our love for one another.  We can help out the poor people in our community by contributing to a local food pantry.  We can speak kindly to others even when they are upset with us.  We can send supporting and encouraging cards to those who need to be encouraged.  We can smile at that person who we know is having a very bad day.  All these are ways that we can let our Christian lights shine in the world.  Showing that we are Christians, showing Christ’s love.  Thank him for that!  Praise him for that.  Be a true forgiver….. each and every day.  Amen. 
